” Y 40 2 22 _; / ful, a, mee fp 


— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
2 
— 


mm WING mem | 


LU Ill TENN! | 


Ml All IA U 


— 
— 
—ů—— — — 
— — 
— — — — — —— — — — 
—— ems — 
— — 
— ———— — 
—————— — hs — 
—— ... ꝛ⅛ ͤ ‚ꝶ . — 
— . — — ———s — — —— 
1 — —— Is — — 
—— H—VDVDœſ2— 
| —  ____—M_——_ 
' — 
1 
| — 
— 
—— — — 
— 
— 
—— 
—— 


DUTCH DISPLAYED. 


[Price Two Shillings and Sixpence.] 


\ 
) 


obs 1 


* 61 9. 5 1 
4 +» L $3 Z * ” 


%.#-\ 


1 
778075 


> 
STIL 


- 


* 
10 


* 
* 
_ 
#*+ 
#-4Y 
a, 
=”? 


— — 
— — ́ꝙ —äü ü — — — — = —ͤ—üfj — OOO — — — — — ͤ — — \ WP 
2 - 


„ 
DUTCH. DISPLAYED: 
my „ "ol 


A SUCCINCT ACCOUNT 


OF THE 


BARBARITIES, RAPINES and INJUSTICES, 


COMMITTED BY THE 
SUBJECTS OF HOLLAND 
ö vroxcnosz OF 
EL N A N p, 


Since the Commencement of the Dureh Reyvsiic 
to the preſent Times, 


With a PLATE, exhibiting a View of the ToxMenTs inflicted on 
the EncLisn at AMBOYNA., 


5 L ON D O N: 
Printed by C. SAY, in Newgate- Street; 


And Sold by J. WiLL1AMs, at No. 38. in Fleetſtreet. 
MDCCLXVI, 


<<. 


* 


6 22 —— — 


1 — 0 ——— — 


8 
- 
Nd 
U * - 
\ 
* 
o £ * 
S os 
5 
hy tm 
- 
1 - 
£® 
8. 
. . * 
— 4 , * 
— f 
" E 
220 * 
4 % 
„ 
LEY 4 
ws © * i _ 
_ 
22 
a0 
* 1 
0 % — __ 
* * oy 4 
_ ” 5 
* * 
* * - 0 
oy «as 
# u 
- 
* 1 * * * 
* - 
92 — „ * 
| £ * 
bg . 
! 
0 7 if 
* * 
92 
21 
* 
o 
» 
* 
—— — — — 0 _ _— „ 30 — 7 


CET rn 


DUTCH DISPLAYED, Ge. 


Ry 


T is notorious to all the world, that England gave birth to 
the independency of the States of Holland. She carefully 
nurſed and preſerved the infant republic of the Netherlands, 

and not only lent che Hollanders money, when their circum- 
ſtances required a ſupply of that ſort, but alſo ſent them forces 
for their protection. For many years Queen Elizabeth kept up 
an army of five thouſand foot, and a thouſand horſe, in Holland; 

and the Dutch, in gratitude to that Princeſs, extorted from her 

weak ſucceſſor James! I. the: cautionary towns which had been 

| delivered to us in ſecurity for ,the great expence this kingdom 

f was put to by paying thoſe troops. They alſo, in the ſame 

A reign, inſulted our coaſts, and by violence ſu wpported their fiſher- 
men in their illegalities on our ſeas. „ 

B | Hippy 


manner, and that inland was e frbin England with the lame 


121 


Happy had it been for us if we could only accuſe the Dutch 


ef fiſhing on our coaſts without our leave; but every quarter of 


the globe witneſſes their barbarity to England. So long ago as 
the year 1609, they uſed our people extremely ill in the Mo- 
lucca Iſlands, in the Eaſt Indies; and though it was agreed by 
a treaty between the Dutch and us, in the year 1619, that the 
Molucca Iſlands, comprehending Bando and Amboyna, ſhould 
belong to the Englith and Dutch in partnerſhip, yet the only 
benefit we ever reaped from this treaty was, the maſſacre of our 
people who ventured to reſide there under Dutch faith. The 
very next year after this treaty, the Dutch General attacked 
Lantore, one of theſe iſlands, and having defeated the hatives, 
plundered the Engliſh factory, ſtripped the factors naked, bound 
them with chains, and whipped theſe miſerable wretches as they 
led them along in triumph through the town. They afterwards 

appropriated the whole ifland to themſelves. Our factory at 

oleroon, one of the Bandas, Was uſed in the ſame inhuman 


appearance c of Juſtice.” 128 
But Amboyna is he iſland ha which we fee the men ulkidg 
ſpecimen of the ctuelty inhetent in Dutch diſpoſitions. 'That 
illand produces cloves; nutmegs, And other ſpices, and gives 
name to ſeveral adjacent iflafds. In the capital of the ſarne 

name the Dutch have à caſtle, and before the deere about a 
dozen of our people. lived in the town ſecure, as they imagined, 
under the cover of the treaty abovementioned, which had been 
concluded in Europe abvit three years before that unlucky pe- 
1 which gave birth to the baſeſt cataſtrophe that evet defiled 
the 


14 

the annals of any kingdom. Our countrymen lived undiſturbed 
in the town of Amboyna till the 11th of February 1622, con- 
verſing and dealing with the Mynheers of Holland in the moſt 
amicable manner; but that night prefaced to the world one of 
the crueleſt tragedies that ever was known. A Japoneſe ſoldier, 
in the ſervice of the Dutch, entered caſually, perhaps, into con- 
verſation with a Dutch centinel upon the walls; and, amongſt 
other talk, aſked him ſome queſtions touching the ſtrength of 
the caſtle, and the numbers of the garriſon, This converſation 
was in courſe reported to the main guard, and the Japoneſe was 
arreſted under ſuſpicion of treaſon, 


In no other nation but that of Holland would ſuch a ſottiſe 
have been regarded in a ſerious light; but the Dutch, who bor- 
rowed their laws from the Romans, and from them had adopted 
the barbarous practiee of torturing perſons ſuſpected of criminal 
practices, Judged, that an opportunity was now offered to them 
of diſplaying in the Eaſt the high juriſdiction and unlimited 
powers with which their Governor was veſted by the conſtitu- 
tion of the United Provinces. The Japoneſe was arreſted and 
tortured ; and, in order to relieve himſelf from ſuch inſufferable 
pains, he accuſed, as their Fiſcal ſuggeſted by leading queſtions, 


ſome of his own countrymen, who, by the ſame means, were 


induced to accuſe others, and at laſt the few unhappy ne | 
then in Amboyna. | 


While the Japoneſe were under the torture, the Englih went 
often to the caſtle, where they had an opportunity of being in- 
formed of the cruelties practiſed on the Japoneſe ; and, without 

B 2 doubt 
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Katt. if they had been guilty, they would have availed* them 
ſelves of that information, ſo as to have eſcaped, in the Indian. 
boats lying on the Strand, thoſe miſeries they. muſt” have laid 
their accounts with in caſe they had known themſelves partners. 
in crime with the Japoneſe, provided. that theſe laſt were really 
concerned in a plot againſt the caſtle. . But there is ſo little rea- 
ſon to ſuppoſe the reality of any ſuch conſpiracy, even upon 
reading the Dutch account of theſe tranſactions only, that I 
cannot enough admire the aſſurance of the States General in pub- 
liſhing the diary of thoſe proceedings, in the way of a vindica- 
tion of ſuch horrid inhumanities. . 


I ſhall; however, forbear my cenſiires, tilt I have narrated” the 
dreadful tale, which of itſelf ſpeaks better than a thouſand ar- 
guments ; that. vile temper of mind which directed ſo bloody. a 
ſcene without other foundation but that of confeſſions extorted 
from perſons defirous by any means to extricate themſelves from 
the hands of their tormentors, and endowed with a nature which 
diſpoſes them to > prefer a ſpeedy death to the lingering pains of 
totture. 


1 — * 
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The Japoneſe, probably overcome by the force of torture; 
had accuſed the Engliſh of a conſpiracy againſt the caſtle; and, 
in purſuance hereof, one Abel Pricc, then caſually a priſoner i in | 
the caſtle for threatening, in a fit of drunkenneſs, to burn a. 
Dutchman's houſe, was put under torture ; and, in arder to re- 
lieve himſelf, confeſſed whatever their Fiſcal directed Binn to 
fay. 2 


1 


This confeſſion was extorted in the morning of the 1 5th, and 
about nine o'clock, all the Engliſh in the town, being nine 
in number, were ſent for to come and ſpeak to the Gover- 
nor. They all went, except one, who was left to keep the 
Houſe. This one was ſeized: ſo ſoon as the others had entered 
the caſtle, and the Dutch inſtantly poſſeſſed themſelves of all the- 
| books, writings, accounts, and effects, belonging to the Eng- 
L liſh in Amboyna.. | 


Thoſe who obeyed the Governor's call' were told, that they 

were accuſed of a plot to ſeize the caſtle, and confined in irons, 
1 ſome in the caſtle, and ſome in the Dutch ſhips in the road. 
1 By accident it happened, that there were no Engliſh veſſels in 
the ports of that iſland, or elſe the Engliſh ſailors would proba- 
bly have ſhared tlie ſame fate, as the Governor ſeemed reſolved 
to cut off all the Engliſh, root and branch, who were ſubject to 
his power; for the ſame day he ſent for all the reſt of that na- 
tion who were upon the iſtand, who, amounting to fix more, 
were brought in irons the next day to the caſtle. 
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In the mean time the Fiſcal extorted from thoſe in the caſtle 
ſach confeſſions as he thought proper to dictate, purporting, that 
on the preceding New Year's day, Captain Towerſon, the factor 
of the Engliſh Eaſt India Company, had propoſed an enterprize 
upon the caſtle, which the reſt agreed to, {wore ſecrecy, and 


2 made the few Japoneſe then in the town, amounting to ten only, 
Y | privy to this deſign, which they alſo approved of.. The reſt, by 
| the ſame cruel means, were in their turn induced to ſubſcribe. 


3 confeſſions of the ſame import, 
How? 


„3 „ 


How ridiculous theſe confeſſions are is at firſt view apparent, 
Is it in the leaſt probable that ſo few Engliſh, with the aſſiſtance 


of ten Japoneſe, ſhould entertain a deſign of maſtering a garriſon 
of two hundred ſoldiers, or ever imagine that they could keep 
the caſtle, were they maſters of it, againſt all the townsfolks, 
being three hundred and more, and the Dutch India ſhips in the 
road, ſome of which were armed with cannons and bombs, and 
full of mariners, ſoldiers, and ammunition. The thought of ſuch 
a ſcheme, which at firſt view muſt appear impracticable, could 
never enter into the heads of any men not altogether mad. Could 
unarmed men, fo few in number, ever hope to maſter ſuch num- 
bers of regular troops and free burghers all in arms, or can we ſup- 
poſe that the Engliſh would ever have truſted the Japaneſe with 
a ſecret of ſuch importance : The very narrative confutes itſelf ; 

and no man, in his right ſenſes, can heſitate as to the credibility 
of teſtimonies, extorted by ſuch violent modes of torture. They 
tormented the Engliſh in this manner : they bound a cloth as faſt 
as it could be made about their head, face and neck, and gently 
poured water into it upon the crown of their head, after they 
had faſtened their bodies to a door, haling their hands as far 
aſunder as they could be ſtretched, their feet hanging about two 
feet from the ground, with a lighted candle under each of them. 


They alſo burnt them under the elbows, in the armpits, and in the 


ſides, till their inwards might be ſeen. All this appeared from the 
depoſitions of thoſe that were ſpared and returned to England. 
Can any man ſuppoſe that human nature could bear itſelf up un- 
der ſuch torments, without ſaying, ſubſcribing, confeſſing and 
ſwearing whatever their tormentors pleaſed : and what muſt we 
think of a nation, whoſe civil conſtitution admits ſuch cruel 

| practices; 


* 
practices; the very narration of which maſt fill our fouls with 
horror. 


In conſequence of theſe proceedings, ten Engliſhmen, among 
whom was Captain Towerſon, the company's factor, ſuffered 
death together, with an equal number of Japoneſe and one Por- 
tugueſe; and the Dutch, in their accounts, have never denied 
that the Engliſh were tortured into the confeſſions they made, nor 
have they ever alledged one ground of ſuſpicion againſt the Eng- 
liſh founded on their own conduct. They only aſſert, without 
proving it, that the Indians, under their government, would 
not have been ſo inſolent as they appeared of late to be, if they 
had not been encouraged by the Engliſh to commit theſe out- 
rages the Dutch complained of. But the futility of this pretence, 
is, at firſt fight, obvious, unleſs they could have particularized, 
which they never did, ſome acts of the Engliſh, from which this 
ſuppoſed combination could be rendered probable. If it had 
been true, that the Indians had proved rebellious to the Dutch, 
yet, that was no cauſe for accuſing the Engliſh of being accom- 
plices in the conſpiracy, unleſs ſome actual evidences of their 
guilt had appeared. But the fact itſelf, as relied on by the Dutch, 
is notoriouſly falſe ; for their Indian ſubjects were at that time, 
aſſiſting them in their wars, and partaking in their triumphs 
and the Maluccans have never, to this hour, rebelled againſt the 
Dutch! But theſe gentlemen ate always as unfortunate in their 
aſſertions of juſtificative facts, as unlucky in the conclafions they 


pretend to draw from theſe falſe e a will often ap- 
par in the courſe © of this der 


What- 
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* 
Whatever the Dutch may pretend, as to the legality of tor- 
ture in the examination of perſons accuſed of criminal practices. 


nature and reaſon condemn that mode of proceeding in ſuch 
caſes. And though the Dutch allegations had been in every ſyl- 


lable truth, the whole charge amounted not either to treaſon 


nor to a capital crime, unleſs the Dutch will ſay, that an intent to 
rob their Eaft India company, tho' never attempted to be carried 
into execution, can be deemed a capital crime, which is moſt cer- 


tainly nonſenſe, as all the world knows, that according to the 
civil law, which is the law of Holland, treaſon is the only crime 


in which the intention is puniſhable, and a conſpiracy againſt the 
ſovereign power, to whom we owe allegiance, is the only ſpecies 
of immorality which paſſes under that denomination, 


The gentlemen, however, who were accuſed of this treaſon, 


denied it at their lateſt hour, and the Dutch were never able to 
prove it, but by teſtimonies which deſerved no faith, that is, con- 
feſſions extorted by torture, or the depoſitions of perſons under 


the ſame unhappy circumcumſtances, As no eloquence can en- 
hance the cruelty of ſuch acts of inhumanity, beyond the idea 


immediately conceived of ſuch oppreſſion, from the bare recital 
of the facts, I ſhall only obſerve, that the death of James the firſt, 
which followed ſoon after the perpetration of theſe barbarities, 
and the diſturbances, of the reign of Charles the firſt, his ſon and 
ſucceſſor, left the Dutch, for a conſiderable time, triumphing in 
their ſucceſsful wickedneſs, altho' the latter prince, at the begin- 
ning of his reign, ſeems to have intended to obtain a ſatisfaction for 
theſe enormities to his ſuffering ſubjects; for he granted Letters 
of Reguiition immediately after he came to the crown, demand- 


ing 
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ing an indemnification on that head: But the Dutch ſuſpended not 
their piratical behaviour towards the Engliſh. In the year 1636 
they waylaid and ſunk the Dragon and the Catharine, two large 
Eaſt India ſhips, near the Cape of Good Hope, by which means their 
valuable cargoes were loſt, and every ſoul on board periſhed. 
For according to De Wit, the Dutch Machiavel, it ſeems to he 
one of their cuſtoms to drown their enemies as ſoon as they fall 
into their power. Neither was this a fingle a& of this pira- 
tical kind committed againſt our then traders to the Eaſt-Indies; 
for in the year 1641 the Dutch governor of Maurice land ſeized 
the ſhip Bonaventure, then ran aſhore on that iſland, and confiſ- 
cated her, together with her tackle, ammunition, merchandiſes 
and proviſions, for the uſe of the Dutch Eaſt India com- 
pany. And in the year 1643 the ſhip Bona Eſperanza was at- 
tacked by two Dutch men of war in the ſtreights of Molucca, 
who murdered the maſter, wounded the ſeamen, took them pri- 
ſoners, and robbed them of all their effects, merchandiſe, books 
of accompts, writings and papers: The Dutch afterwards led 
the mariners about in deriſion through the ſtreets. of Batavia, 
_ dragging after them, in mockery, the Engliſh colours. 


A denied ſatis faction produced the firſt Dutch war under the 
protectorate, which ended in a peace in 1654. One article of 
which was, that “ the lords, the ſtates general of the united pro- 
« yinces, ſhall take care that juſtice be done upon thoſe who 
« were partakers or accomplices in the maſſacre of the Engliſh 
* at Amboyna, as the republic are pleaſed to term that fact, if any 
« of them be living.” And in conſequence of this treaty, a 
court was eſtabliſhed at Go/d/mith's-Hall, before which a de- 


C puty 


pl 
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puty from, che Dutch Eafl-India company, and another ſrom 
ours, Exhibited the claims of the companies, which they reſpec- 
tively repreſented, together with the vouchers of their demands; 


and after a full hearing the commiſſioners pronounced thè fol- 
lowing decree: 


All which claims and demands exhibited to us the ſaid 
* commiſſioners, by the deputies of both the Engliſh and 
Dutch companies, expreſly choſe for this purpoſe, have been 
laid before us, together with a great number of documents, 


inſtruments and proofs, exhibited as well for forming and 


* corroborating their ſeveral demands, as for deſtroying and re- 
« futing thoſe of the oppoſite party, and at length the arbitration 
of all thoſe controverſies is ſubmitted to us the aforeſaid com- 
miſſioners by the ſaid deputies of both companies; wherefore 
ve the aforeſaid Jobn Exton, William Turner, William Thomſon, 
* Thomas Kendal, Adrian van Alcmonde, Chriſtian van Roden- 
« burgh, Lewis Houwens and James Oyſel, after having ſeen, read, 
* examined, and accurately conſidered all the documents, in- 
* ſtruments and proofs exhibited to us on both ſides, toge- 
© ther with all other things which ſeemed neceſſary for the 
diſcoyery of the truth, and being deſirous to reconcile and eſta- 
© bliſh a perpetual agreement between both the companies afore- 
« ſaid, by virtue of the power and authority to us given and 
granted by the moſt high Lord Protector of the republic of 
England, Scotland, and Ireland, and the high and mighty Lords 
the ſtates general of the united Netherlands, have decided, de- 
© fined, and determined, and by this our preſent award and arbi- 


tration do decide, define, and determine as follows: 
4 | | We 


. 


c 


6 


£ 


11 
* We make void, extinguiſh, obliterate, and altogether wipe 
out, and commit to oblivion (fo as never to be revived at any 
time) all complaints, pretenſions and controverſies, mentioned 
more at large above, and all others whatſoever which the Eng- 
liſh company, trading in the Eaſt Indies, doth or may form 
againſt the Dutch Eaſt India company, without excepting any 
of whatſoever kind, nature, or condition they may be. And 
particularly we appoint and ordain, that the ſaid Engliſh com- 
pany ſhall not hereafter ſue or demand any thing of the ſaid 
Dutch company in Perſia or elſewhere, under the denomination 
of cuſtoms of Ormuz and Gombrun, ſo that the Dutch ſhall 
never be moleſted or diſturbed by the Engliſh for this cauſe 
under any pretext ; provided nevertheleſs, that this doth not 
prejudice any action or plaint, which the Engliſh coinpany 
may enter againſt the King of Perſia or any other perſon what- 
ever, the Dutch excepted. In like manner we make void, ex- 
tinguiſh, obliterate, and wholly blot out and commit to obli- 
vion, ſo as neyer to be revived at any time and on any pretence, 
by any perſon whatſoever, all complaints, pretenſions and con- 
troverſies mentioned above more at large, and all others, what- 
ſoever they be, which the aforeſaid Dutch Eaſt India company 
doth or may form againſt the before named Engliſh company, 
trading to the Eaſt Indies, excepting none of whatſoever kind, 
nature or condition they may be. And moreover we appoint 
and decree that the ſaid Dutch company ſhall yield and reſtore 
the Iſland Polerone to the ſaid Engliſh company, in the ſame 
ſtate and condition, it now is; provided, nevertheleſs, that it 
ſhall be Iawful for the ſaid Dutch company to take away and 


remove out of the ſaid Iſland all military furniture, merchan- 
E 2 diſe, 


12 
« dife, houſhol d ſtuffs and all moyeables, if they happen to * 
any in the ſaid iſland. 


And in the laſt place we declare and ordain, that the ſaid. 
© Dutch company ſhall pay the ſaid Engliſh company, 85, oool. 
* ſterling, to be paid here in London; one moiety before the 
laſt day of January next enſuing, and one moiety according 
to the Engliſh ſtile ; and the other moiety before the laſt day 
of March following, according to the ſame calculation ; all. 
controverſies between the ſaid companies being by this means 
decided and determined; to the end, that a ſtop may alſo be 
« put to the quarrels of private perſons. 


A * 
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We have ſeen, peruſed, and examined, all the complaints: 
and demands exhibited to us in due time, in the name of ſome: 
private Engliſhmen, who complain of having received injury 
and damage at Amboyna in the year 1623; and, on the 
other hand, we have heard and conſidered the matters which 
have been alledged and exhibited to us by the above-mentioned, 
in their own defence; and we the commiſſioners aforeſaid 
conſidering, that no one perſon, beſides theſe under- written, 


* « 


® :. 


* has on this account entered any actions or demands before us 


. 


within the due time, after which it is not lawful to enter any 
more, and being therefore deſirous, that no relicks of com- 
plaint ſhould remain, and that all cauſe of wrangling may be. 
removed, after having duly conſidered and weighed all things, 
do, by virtue of the full power and authority granted to us by 
the moſt high Protector, and the high and mighty States of the 
united Netherlands, appoint and ordain, that all action, com- 
plaint, and demand of the Engliſh whatſomever, whether 
pu blic 
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public or private, on the ſcore of any injury or damage which 
they pretend to have received at Amboyna in the year 1622, 
according to the Engliſh ſtile, and 1623, N. S. may be made 
void, terminated and committed to oblivion ; and that no per- 
ſon, whomſoever he be, ſhall enter any action on that ac- 
count, or moleſt, diſturb, or vex the ſaid Dutch company, or 

any Dutchman, on that pretext. And, on the other haud, we 
alſo decree and ordain, that the faid Dutch company ſhall pay 
here at London, before the firſt day of January next enſuing, 
ſeven hundred pounds ſterling to William Towerſon, nephew 
and adminiſtrator of the effects of Gabriel Towerſon, late of 
Amboyna, deceaſed; to William Coulſon, brother of Samuel 
Coulſon, &c. adminiſtrator in like manner of his effects, four 
hundred and fifty pounds; to James Baylis, adminiſtrator of the 
effects of John Powel, three hundred and fifty pounds; to Anthony 
Ellingham, adminiſtrator of the effects of William Grigg, two 


hundred pounds; to the adminiſtrators of the effects of John 
Woeteral, two hundred pounds; to Jane Webbor, adminiſtra- 
trix af the effects of George Sharrock, one hundred and fifty 
pounds; to John and Elizabeth Collins, the children and heirs 
of Edward Collins, four hundred and ſixty five pounds; to 12 
adminiſtrators of John Beamont, three hundred pounds; 

Jane Webber, widow, and adminiſtratrix of William We, 
two hundred pounds; to James Baile, adminiflrator of the 
effects of Ephraim Ramſey, three hundred and fifty pounds; 


to the executors of the will of Thomas Radbroine, fifty pounds; 
and to Thomas Billingſby, adminiſtrator of the effects of Ema- 
nuel Thomſon, two hundred pounds; all which ſums added 


together make the ſum of three thouſand fix hundred and fif- 
teen pounds ſterling, to be paid here at London, before the firſt: 


day of January next, enſuing ; and on this condition we inſiſt: 


« that: 


that their actions and ſuits be altogether ſet aſide and cancelled, 


* ſo as never to be reviewed hereafter by any Perſon whomſo- 
* ever.” 


T he money was all paid, in purſuance of this award, and the 
Iſland Polerone was delivered up, after the Dutch had cut down and 
deſtroyed all the ſpice trees, growing upon it, altho by the award 
they were to carry off nothing but military furniture, merchan- 
diſe, houſhold ſtuffs, and ſuch moveables as ſhould happen then to 
beupon the iſland, The officers of our Eaſt India company finding 
it in this condition, and that for ſome years it could be of no uſe 
to them, they left it, intending to return how ſoon the ſpice trees 
were grown up. But the Dutch prevented us, and repoſſeſſed 
themſelves of an Iſland renounced by treaty, whereby they wit- 


neſſed to the world their conſtitutional iniquity, and the timi- 
dity of this court which ſuffered ſuch unjuſtifiable inſolence. 


This affair of Polerone was touched on in the negociations at 
Breda 1667; but king Charles the ſecond having ſhamefully 


miſapplied the money granted by parliament for maintaining the 


war, and weakly diſmiſſed his fleet before the treaty was ſigned, 
the Dutch took that opportunity of inſulting our coaſts, failing 
up the river Thames, and burning ſeveral of our ſhips of war, ſo 
that the king, in this diſtreſs, was prevailed on to drop that arti- 
cle at that time. Altho' that prince then deſiſted from claiming 
the Iſland of Polerone, neither he nor any of his ſucceſſors, fo 
far as I can obſerve, have expreſly renounced the benefit of the 
treaty of 1619, which concedes to us one third of the trade of the 
Moluccas. For which reaſon, I cannot but think that we ſtill 

have 


E 

have an unqueſtionable right to one third of the trade of thoſe 
Iſlands, as it is an acknowledged principle in law, that no cur- 
rency of time grants a preſcriptive right between ſovereign 
princes againſt the force of treaties. But be that as it will, the 
behaviour of the Dutch, thro' the whole of theſe tranſactions, 
was abominable and ſhews in a true light, a character of which. 
the moſt abſolute prince on. earth would have been aſhamed. 


The maſſacre at Amboyna and other perfidious dealings of 
our neighbours in the low countries ought to have been conſigned. 
to oblivion, if they had-not preſutned on all occaſions to renew 
the ſame extravagancies whenever fortune, threw the Engliſh 
into their power. Their continuing to annually fiſh on our 
coaſts without ever paying the annual tribute ſtipulated in a 
treaty entered into , between. them and Charles the firſt, is an. 
annually renewed evidence of their iniquitous temper. But among 
ſo many criminahities of a much deeper dye it is ſufficient to only 
mention this reiterated injuſtice. 


During the reigns of Charles the ſecond and James the ſecond! 
the Dutch failed not to avail themſelves in time of peace of the 
puſillanimity of thofe princes, In the year 1683 the Dutch diſpoſ- 
ſeſſed the Engliſh Eaſt India company of their factory at Bantam, 
on the weſt end of the iſland of Java. The Engliſh intending 
to regain-it by force of arms fitted out a fleet for that purpoſe ; 
the effect of which was diſappointed, by means of a pre- 
ſent of one hundred thouſand pounds made to the needy 
Charles the II. who thereupon gave orders that our company 


ſhould not proced to hoſtilities. And the various complaints 
ſoon 
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ſoon after this ſent by ſeveral of our governors to the Dutch 
| governor of Surat, ſufficiently prove what kind and honeſt neigh- 
1 bours theſe Netherlanders at that time approyed themſelves to 
i us in the Eaſt. 
| 
| 


Let us now view their behaviour in the weſt. By the 71 2 
i detis article, ſtipulated in the treaty of Breda 1667 above men- 
tioned, the Dutch became proprietors of our colony of Surinam, 
under many expreſs .covenants for ſecurity of the perſons and 
„ properties of the Engliſh planters then reſident in that country, 
; | which having been ſcandalouſly counteracted, theſe repeated 
j inſults and denied reparation gave birth to a new war be- 
| tween the two nations, which ended ina peace 1674. In which 
Fi care was taken to ſtipulate liberty for the Engliſh Planters to 
| ſell their eſtates and effects, and transfer the values thereof, or 
4 their flaves and merchandiſes, wherever they pleaſed; and how 
. well the Dutch governor regarded this article, or any other, re- 
|; lative to the ſtipulated ſecurity of the Engliſh, their perſons and 
| effects, will bye and by appear, in an anecdote concerning one 
Jeronomy Clifford, a conſiderable Engliſh planter, in Surinam, 
who reſided there, with his father, Andrew Clifford, on the 6th 
; of May 1667, when that colony was ſurrendered to the Dutch 
a by a capitulation confirmed by the treaty of Breda in 1674. 
0 In 1683 Jeronomy Clifford married Dorothea Matſon, alſo a 
8 ſubject of England, in whoſe right he became entitled to a large 
plantation, there named CoRCaBo, whoſe value ſhall be after- 
wards clearly aſcertained ; and next year Clifford having felt 
more than once the oppreſſive nature of the Netherlanders, en- 

| * | 3019 767 40d 
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tered into a reſolution, of which he made no ſecret, to ſell the 
plantation of which he was poſſeſſed in right of his wife, and 
transfer his property to Jamaica, where he had purchaſed a plan- 


tation. 


The governor, unwilling to allow Mr. Clifford to depart with 
the value of his effects, laid a ſequeſtration upon his eſtate, and 
fined him for ſeveral frivolous cauſes. Againſt ſome of theſe ſen- 
tences Mr. Clifford entered his appeal to the lords of the high 
council and chancery in Holland. And tho' it is well known 
that the court of the governor of Surinam is not a ſupreme court, 
his appeal was treated as a criminal act, and he for this miſde- 
meanor was ſentenced to remain a cloſe priſoner in the fort of 
Sommelſdyck for ſeven years, and condemned in a large ſum, in 
name of coſts of ſuit. During this confinement the governor of 
Barbadoes intereſted himſelf in behalf of Clifford, and fo effectu- 
ally repreſented: the hardſhip of his caſe at the court of London, 
that his Britannic Majeſty, then alſo ſtadholder of Holland, in- 
terpoſed his good offices with the ſtates general in favour of his 
unhappy ſubject at Surinam. And their high mightineſſes, in 


conſequence of this powerful application, made the following 
order, which is extracted verbatim out of their reſolutions. 
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Copy taken out of the regiſter of the reſolutions of their high 
mightineſſes, the ſtates general of the united Netherlands. 


+ Saturday, the 16th of Oober, 1694. 


— The council penſionary Heinſius hath ſet forth in our 
aſſembly, that Mr, Blathwait, ſecretary at war to his 
| D majeſty 
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. Majeſty of Great Britain, hath delivered to him, the ſuid 
55 council penſionary, the petition of one Jeronomy Clifford, 
a natural born ſubject of his ſaid majeſty, and an inhabi- 
* tant for many years laſt paſt at Surinam, whereby he 
doth complain that he had bought a piece of land in the | 
4 ifland of Jamaica, with an intent to tranſport himſelf and 
4 his perſonal eftate thither, but the governor of Surinam re- 
3 Fuſed to let both him and his goods depart from Surinam, and 
A 2 moreover endeavoured to ruin him, the ſaid Clifford, denying | 
„ Bim the liberty to fell his eſtate, putting him alſo in priſon, 
$ where he hath continued theſe fours years laft paſt, and befides 
; [eizing and confiſcating part of his eſtate. That altho' the 
J late governors of Barbadoes, Sir Edward Steede and Co- 
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lonel Kendal, did, in favour of the ſaid Clifford, write 
* to the governor of Surinam, yet he could not obtain any 
| ſatisfaction, neither was his appeal admitted, bail taken, 
nor could he obtain any papers; the ſaid Clifford pray- 
ing his ſaid majeſties interceſſion with their ſaid high 
mightineſſes, to the end that he may be ſet at liberty, and 
obtain leave to return with his goods and ſlaves, upon 
his giving ſecurity againſt all claims and .other matters 
which may be brought againſt him in Holland or elſe- 
where. That the ſaid Mr. Blathwait, in the name of his 
ſaid majeſty, did recommend it to him, the ſaid penſions 
ary, the ending of the ſaid matter amicably, and to re- 
preſent the ſame to their ſaid high mightineſſes; where, 


upon being deliberated, it was found good to let the 
1 1 . 1 8 ſaid 
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! 
ſaid Jeronomy Clifford depart from Surinam with his 
effects unmoleſted, without further detaining him. 


Signed thus, F. FAG ET. 
Directed thus, 
_ To Mr. John van Scharphuyſlen 


governor general of the co- 
lony of Surinam. 


This being tranſmitted to the governor of Surinam, he thereon 
made the following order. 


JOHN VAN SCHARPHUYSSEN, governor general of 


the colony of Surinam. 


It hath pleaſed their high mightinefles the ſtates general 
of the united provinces, by the interceſſion of his majeſty 
of Great Britain, to permit Jeronomy Clifford, a priſoner 
confined here in the fort of Sommelſdyck, to depart out of 
this colony with his eſtate ; therefore we order our fiſcal 
to make the ſame known to the ſaid Jeronomy, and let him 
depart from hence with his effects without detaining him 
any longer. | 

Actum at Paramaribo Town, this 4th day of May, 1695. 


Signed J. V. SCHARPHUISSEN, 


By order of the governor, 
ADRIAN WILKINS Secretary. 
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In purſuance of this order Clifford was enlarged, and after- 
wards, in obedience to the laws of Surinam, he cauſed the requi- 
ſite public notices to be made of his intention to depart from 
that colony at a certain time limited in thoſe notices. Mr. 
Clifford alſo paid all his debts, that he might not be detained on 
pretence of debt; and the Dutch have never accuſed him of an 
intention to depart privately, without doing juſtice to all that had 
the leaſt ſhadow of a demand on him. 


Before Mr. Clifford departed from Surinam, he requeſted of the 
governor an indemnification for the various damages he had ſuſ- 
tained, by reaſon of ſeveral ſentences unjuſtly recoyered againſt him 
by the fiſcal of that court, amounting, by his account thereof, to 
4,494,365 pounds of ſugar, at the rate of a ſtyver a pound. But 
the Dutch governor would neither comply with this requeſt, nor 
take off the ſequeſtration laid on his eſtate, by virtue of the ſen- 
tence on which he was impriſoned. And that my readers may 
judge of the obvious iniquity of this judgment appearing on the 
bare recital of it, I ſhall ſet it down as I find it authenticated in 
the archieves of the board of trade. 


BASTIAN THEYSTEN, provincial fiſcal, plaintiff, in a 
criminal cauſe againſt [TERONOMY CLIFFORD, a pri- 
ſoner here, defendant. 


The provincial fiſcal having examined both the petitions pre- 
ſented to the governor and council of polity of the 6th of September 
laſt, who put the ſame into his hands to inſtitute his action againſt 


Clifford, and taking into conſideration the remarks of the gen- 
tlemen 


( 21 ] 
tlemen of the council, finds that the firſt petition is full of es, 
and founded capriciouſly to deceive the council and occaſion diſ- 
orders; and that the other is full of threatning words and ſlight» 
ing of the government; who finds this caſe as it is to be of fo ill 
a conſequence, that they are faults which cannot be pardoned 
without a great puniſhment, becauſe it is no ſmall crime to en- 
deayour to delude and lead aſtray the judges, and to curb them, 
as if the governor and council had not adminiſtered him juſtice, 
which they are in conſcience bound and obliged to do. And it 
is well known that they ſeek for nothing more, than to admini- 
ſter good juſtice to each party. And further, this priſoner, in his 
ſecond petition, doth 7rreverently and diſdainfully flight the council; 
whereas every perſon is bound to treat their judges with all re- 
ſpe& and obedience imaginable, otherwiſe it is a crime that tends. 
to the deſtruction of this government, which cannot ſubſiſt with- 
out reſpect and authority, inſomuch that thoſe two qualities are 
inſeparable, and he that toucheth the one damageth the other; 
and ſince the priſoner hath praiſed ſuch things ſeveral times 
formerly, as may be ſeen by the writings taken out of the records 
at the ſecretaries office, which are hereunto annexed, by all which 
it ſhews the ill nature of the priſoner to the preſent time. And 
although the governor and council, after their many good admi- 
niſtrations of juſtice, expected that the priſoner ſhould have com- 
ported himſelf better ſince ſo gracious a ſentence was pronounced 
upon him 5th of Auguſt 1689. However it ſeems all this could 
not avail any thing with him. But {till he gives. himſelf over to 
further follies, as it appears by his laſt petition of the 4th of this 
inſtant, wherein are found many diſorderly words ; and amongſt 
others he threatens the government with thefe - expreſſions, viz.. 
that: 
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that in caſe this bonourable court keeps him any longer in priſon, he 
Jhall be forced to uſe ſuch other means for his relief as he ſhall be ad- 


viſed ; and when the priſoner appeared on the 4th of this inſtant 
to hear his faults, and the demands of the provincial fiſcal, and 
to debate the matter, the priſoner caſt away all reſpect and reve- 
rence which he owed to his governor, as repreſenting by his 
commiſſion their high mightineffes the ſtates general of the 
united provinces; and likewiſe his preſent majeſty of Great Bri- 
tain, their ſtadholder; and alſo the gentlemen the directors of the 
ſociety of Surinam, the proprietors of this colony; and, in the 
preſence of all the people who heard his pleadings, accuſed the 


governor of injuſtice in his former proceedings, and ſaid that he 
only proteſted againſt the governor and Henry Mackintoſh, as he 


{till perſiſts in it, of which, by order of the governor, there are 
records kept by the ſecretary ; and the priſoner having then alſo 
ſpoken ſeveral ilInatured, foul, and trifling words, which are too 
long to be here repeated, all which actions and threatenings of 
of the governor openly before the people of paſſing unjuſt judg- 
ments againſt him, are things of ſo great a conſequence, by which 
the priſoner ſhews that he is a mutinous perſon and a diſturber 
of the common peace, which in a land where good laws and 


juſtice are adminiſtered, neither can nor may be ſuffered ; but 


for an example to others he ought to be puniſhed with the ut- 
molt rigour of juſtice ; and therefore the provincial fiſcal con- 
cludes, that the priſoner, as a mutinous perſon and a diſturber 
of the common peace, ſhall be brought to the place of execution, 
and there puniſhed with a CoD till death followeth, and that 
all his eſtate be confiſcated to the uſe of the fiſcal, and that he be 
condemned to pay the coſts of this ſuit. 


The 


18 


The court criminal having ſeen and examined the contents of 
the foregoing demands againſt Jeronomy Clifford, the priſoner, 
and having taken into conſideration the debates, with the papers, 
accuſations, and all other matters concerning this buſineſs, we 
find that the aforeſaid demands of the provincial fiſcal are well 
grounded in all their parts; but being more inclined to clemency 
than to the utmoſt rigour of juſtice, we do juſtice in the names 
of their high mightineſſes the ſtates general of the united pro- 
vinces; and of his preſent majeſty of Great Britain, ſtadholder of 
Holland, and likewiſe of the gentlemen the directors of Surinam, 
our maſters and proprietors of this colony, we condemn Jeronomy 
Clifford, the priſoner, to be confined for the ſeven years next 
following a priſoner in the fort of Sommelſdyck; and we likewiſe 
further condemn him in a fine of 150,000 pounds of ſugar, to be 
applied as followeth, 60,000 pounds thereof to the uſe of the 
provincial fiſcal, 50,000 pounds to the uſe of the poor, and forty. 
thouſand pounds towards building a priſon, and alſo in the coſts 


and charges of this ſuit. Actum in Parimaribo town, this gth 
of January, 1692. 


The two petitions referred to in the above ſentence are only 
petitions in the uſual form for an alteration and review of ſome: 
ſentences paſt againſt Clifford, containing alſo proteſts for injuſtice 
and appeals for relief to the courts of Holland, ſuch as are always 
made 1n all countries where the civil law prevails, whenever any 
perſon feels himſelf injured, and intends to apply for a redreſs. of 
his grievances to a ſuperior court. And it is evident from the 
above, that the {ſupreme court of Surinam have conſtrued the 
molt innocent expreſſions into threatenings of their governor,, 


ſuch 


| OT fl 6. 
ſuch as theſe, that in caſe the honourable court keeps bim, Cliford, 
any longer in priſon, he ſhall be forced to uſe ſuch other means as he 
Shall be adviſed for his rehef. From a judge who could impoſe ſuch 


. 

a perverſe meaning upon ſuch a prudent and reaſonable declara- 
| 

| 


tion, what could be expected but ſuch cruelty and injuſtice as 9 
appears in this decree, which fines Clifford in a large ſum, and 
confines him for ſeven years, merely becauſe he complains in a 4 
* courſe of law of the enormous oppreſſions to which he was ſub- 3 
F, jected by the governor of Surinam? | 3 


| 
1 This ſentence however was ſuperceded by the order of the 4 
* ſtates general, at length above rehearſed, ordering Clifford to be Y 
diſmiſſed out of priſon, and allowed to depart with all his effects. 9 
When Mr. Clifford left Surinam, and his eſtate in the hands of 1 
” the Dutch governor, he repaired to Barbadoes, and from thence 
to Amſterdam, where he preſented a petition to the proprietors 
of Surinam, praying the like relief as he had formerly demanded, 
as above related of the governor of Surinam, after he was deli- 
vered from the fort of Sommelſdyck. This, petition not being at- 
tended with ſucceſs, Clifford exhibited to the ſtates general a pe- 
tition of the nature of an appeal, from the ſeyeral unjuſt ſentences 
paſt againſt him by the ſupreme court of Surinam, praying a 
review of thoſe ſentences, and ſuch relief as to their highmighti- 3 
neſſes ſhould ſeem juſt. The ſtates general refuſed to review 
the ſentences, though by the conſtitution of the colony of Suri- 
nam they are the only judges empowered by law to review the 
ſentences of the ſupreme court of this colony, as appears by the 
1 ſecond article of the charter granted to the Dutch Weſt India 
company, which bears expreſly, that the ſentences paſt by the 
| ſeveral 


11 
ſeveral fupreme provincial courts within that charter, Tall be re- 
viewed by the ſtates general only, and by no other judges whatfo- 


The ſtates general, inſtead of reviewing theſe ſentences, remit- 
ted the complainant Clifford for redreſs, if he thought himſelf 
wronged, to the ſame judges of whoſe injurious behavibut he 
complained. This conduct of the ſtates being a moſt manifeſt 
refuſal of juſtice, attended with an open mockery of the com- 
plainants demands, he came over to England in order to claim 
that national protection which is always afforded by every ſtate 
to their ſubjects who are injured in foreign dominions by the 
breach of treaties, and juſtice denied in the laſt reſort. 


On the 23d of April 1697, Clifford preſented a petition to his 

Britannic majeſty in council, concerning the injuries that had 

been done him in Surinam, a copy of which petition was tranſ- 

mitted by Sir William Trumball, then ſecretary of ſtate, to the 

Lord Viſcount Villiers, his Britannic majeſty's ambaſſador at the 

Hague, who was directed to enquire into the matter of fact, and 
report the ſame to his majeſty, 


Lord Villiers, upon this order, cauſed an examination to be 
made by two Dutch advocates of the firſt reputation, who re- 
ported, that Mr. Clifford was highly wronged, injured and 
damaged, and well grounded in his pretentions for relief, be- 
* cauſe the twelfth article of the treaty of commerce, made be- 
* tween England and Holland in 1674, fays, that whenever a 
* Britiſh ſabje& ſhall complain to the ſtates general of unjuſt 

E ſentences 
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« ſentences pronounced by their governors beyond ſea, their 
high mightineſſes ſhould take care to review theſe ſentences in 
their aſſemblies, and that juſtice be done to the injured party; 
ſo that Clifford had a right to have theſe cauſes reviewed by the 
ſtates in their aſſemblies, both by the treaty of commerce 1674, 
and by the conſtitution of the united provinces. 


Yet Clifford was adviſed to make another effort to prevail on 
the ſtates to review the ſentences complained of, and far that 
purpoſe he preſented his petition to them on the 16th of Janu- 
ary 1700, whereupon they made an order of the ſame nature 
with the former, referring him, if he thought himſelf injured, to 
their courts at Surinam. And on the 2oth of the ſame month 
Mr. Stanhope, the Britiſh envoy at the Hague, made an applica- 
tion of the ſame nature to the ſtates by a memorial, to which they 
gave an anſwer of the ſame import. Several repeated memorials 
having no better ſucceſs, her majeſty Queen Ann, upon a peti- 
tion from Mr. Clifford, referred the conſideration of his caſe to 
the then lords commiſſioners for trade, who again referred it to 
two reputable merchants of London, meſſieurs Shepherd and 
Gardner, who after examining the foundation of Mr. Clifford's 


claim, liquidated his damages to 13, 5 140. 11s, 8d. ſterling, be- 


ſides divers other articles which they would not preſume to eſti- 


mate. This report is dated the 5th of May 1705, and has never 


been objected to either by the ſtates general or by the company 


of Surinam. Her majeſty was alſo pleaſed upon the gth of July 


then following to approve of this report in council ; ſo that that 
report muſt now be regarded as a judgement of the privy coun- 


cil, 
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cil, ſtating and liquidating Mr. Clifford's damages ſuffered by un- 


Juſt ſentences in Surinam. 


Although Mr. Clifford'sclaim was thus verified, he could never 
obtain ſatisfaction from the ſtates, or letters of repriſals from 
this crown during the whole of Queen Ann's reign, that of King 
George the firſt, or from our late ſovereign, in whoſe reign he 
died, in the year 1737; reaſons of ſtate always prevailing 
againſt private right. And in the year 1759 his legal repre- 
ſentative applied afreſh to the king in council, in whoſe records 
Mr. Clifford's claim ſtand fairly liquidated in the manner here 
recited. | 


Upon this petition, the king in council was pleaſed to refer 
this affair to Sir Charles Pratt, then his majeſty's attorney gene- 
ral, now lord chancellor of Great Britain, for his opinion what 
was fit to be done therein, who, with his uſual accuracy, in- 
ſpeed the former proceedings, examined the vouchers, and 
heard the legal repreſentatives of Mr. Clifford, in vindication of 
their then requeſt of letters of repriſal againſt the ſubjects of 
Holland, for the ſums of money above mentioned, intereſt thereof,' 
the value of Mr. Clifford's plantation, and the expences fince in- 
curred in proſecution of this their juſt right. 


His lordſhip's opinion on the whole, of date the 2 1ſt of De- 
cember, 1761, was that the Dutch muſt account for Mr, Clif- 
ford's plantation, ſeized on the tenth of October 1695, by the 
governor and council of Surinam, to theſe his legal repreſen- 

- S 7. tatives. 
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tatives, = for the ſaid ſum of 13 514). 11s. 8d. with 1N- 


TEREST. 


As I am firmly perſuaded that no ſubject of Britain, worthy 
of any notice, will imagine that ſo reſpectable opinion ſhould 
be objected to; I ſhall only obſerve, that in purſuance of 
this opinion a ſpirited memorial was, on that ſubject, preſented 
by his preſent majeſty's order to the aſſembly of the ſtates gene- 
ral at the Hague by Sir Joſeph York, in which, to uſe his excel- 
lencies own words, he inſiſted on ſatisfaction of a claim, proved to 
be well founded by many juſtificative pieces remaining in the 
regiſters of their high mightineſſes, as well as by many authentic 
vouchers, and the . e of civilians of both nations, 


An anſwer equally evaſine wich the former was made by the. 
ſtates general; and Mr. Clifford's repreſentatives, in conſequence 
of a renewed petition to the king in, council, obtained an order, as 
ſubjoined to their ſhort caſe, of which I herewith preſent my read- 
ers a true copy, that they may ſee on what footing this affair ſtands 
at preſent, not doubting but that Clifford's repreſentatives may 
obtain an ample redreſs by the patriot vigor of the preſent Britiſh 
miniſters, for whoſe great characters the whole world bears the 
higheſt reſpect. 


The CASE. of the LEGAL REPRESENTATIVES . of 
JERONIMY CLIFFORD, a BRITISH SUBJECT, 
and late MERGHANT and PLANTER of SURINAM, deceaſed, 


That the colony of Surinam, in 1667, was conquered by the 
Dutch from the Engliſh ; who were allowed articles of capitu- 
| lation, 
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lation; whereby it was agreed, That the Engliſh, then in- 
habiting there, ſhould enjoy their eſtates, and have equal privi- 
leges with the Dutch; as alſo that they might have power to ſell 
their eſtates and remove their effects. And by the treaty of 
peace, concluded at Breda the ſame year, Surinam was ceded to 
the Dutch; and the ſubjects of each nation were to be recipro- 
cally protected from harm and prejudice in the dominions of 
each other. 


That the Dutch negletted to. perform the capitulation for Su- 
rinam ; and this occaſioned another, war between England and 
Holland in 1672; which was followed by a treaty of peace be- 
tween both nations, ſigned at Weſtminſter the 19th of Febru- 
ary 1674, whereby the treaty of Breda was confirmed ; and it 
was agreed, by the ſtates general, that the articles of capitulation 
made upon the ſurrender of Surinam * ſhould not only be exe- 
cuted without any manner of tergiverſation or equivocation; but 
that his Britannic majeſty was alſo at liberty to ſend ſhips there, 
to embark and carry away his ſubjects, their goods, and ſlaves.” 


That a treaty of marine was concluded between England and 
Holland, on the 11th of December 1674, whereby the Engliſh 
were further protected from the injuſtice of the Dutch; and it 
was agreed, by the twelfth article of this treaty, that when the 
ambaſſadors, or other public miniſters, of his Britannic majeſty, 
reſident with the ſtates general, ſhould complain of the A1 
neſs of ſentences, the ſaid ſtates would cauſe a review and exa- 
mination thereof to be made in the aſſembly of the ſtates general; 


and alſo that right ſhould be done to the party ene ene within 
thre⸗ months. Tha 


30 


That the ſociety of Surinam are the proprietors of this colony; 
and it appears, by their octroy or charter, which was granted 
them by the ſtates general in 1682, That the ſociety appoint 
their governors of that colony. who is preſident of both the 
courts of juſtice and polity; whereby. there is no appeal from 
Surinam, either upon civil, criminal, or penal ſentences; except 
only to the ſtates general, who have a power to review them, and 
relieve any grievances: that the ſtates general are the ordi- 
nary, the extraordinary, and the only judges to be applied to 
for juſtice, upon all complaints from Surinam. That all per- 
ſons ſettled there ſhall have liberty to quit the country with their 
effects; and the governor and council are ſworn Fun to 
obſerve this privilege.” 


That among the Engliſh ſubjects at Surinam who ſubmitted 
to the Dutch when they took the colony, were Andrew Clifford, 
and his ſon Jeronimy Clifford, both natural- born Engliſhmen, 
who had great property in Surinam, and continued there, till 
1695, under the ſanction of the articles of capitulation, and the 
fubſequent treaties of peace and marine. 


That Jeronimy Clifford, in 1683, married Dorothea Maſman, 
widow, in England, of which country ſhe was alſo a native, and 
had large poſſeſſions in Surinam; whereby Jeronimy Clifford be- 
came the moſt conſiderable planter in Surinam, and was poſ- 
ſeſſed of the plantation called Corcabo, where he raiſed about 
one fixteenth part of all the ſugars made in the colony. 


That the governor of Surinam arbitrarily prevented Andrew 


Clifford from withdrawing his effects out of the colony; and was 
alſo 


4 31 1 


alſo determined, by every kind of artifice and oppreſſion, to pre- 
vent eronimy Clifford from withdrawing his effects. 


That, in 1687, the governor of Surinam prohibited Mr. 
Clifford from tranſporting his eſtate out of that colony; and the 
council of polity made an order, chat * his plantation, named 
Corcabo, ſhould be appraiſed by commiſſioners; that an inven- 
tory thereof ſhould be made ; and that Mr. Clifford and his wife 
ſhould not remove their eſtate :” all which was contrary to the 
articles of capitulation, the treaties of peace, and the charter 
granted t to the ſociety. However, Mr. Clifford's eſtate conti- 
nued in arreſt from 1687, to 169 5, when he was releafed by 
the interceſſion of his Britannic Majeſty. 


That the governor cauſed many vexations and expenſive actions 
and proſecutions, both civil and criminal, to be commenced againſt 
Mr. Clifford, with a view to impoveriſh his fortune, and run 
him ſo far in debt as to detain him a priſoner at Surinam, and 
prevent his departure for Europe, where he might apply for 
that juſtice which he could not obtain in America. 


That Mr. Clifford was fined in very large ſums, upon many 
unjuſt and frivolous complaints. He was impriſoned, in 1689, 
for refuſing to take a new abſolute oath of fidelity to the ſtates 
general, excluſive of his zllegiance to the king of England; 
and when he proteſted againſt theſe proceedings as contrary to the 
articles of capitulation and treaties of peace, the governor and 
council condemned him in a heavy fine, and obliged him to beg 
Poem on his knees for ene that mme. He had alſo 
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ninety hogſheads of ſugar arreſted to pay the debts of another 
perſon only for being an Engliſhman : and in all complaints 
and proceedings againſt Mr. Clifford, the governor and council 


never required any proofs, nor examined any witneſſes ;- but 
paſſed fentence for whatever was demanded. 


That, in 1691, the governor proſecuted Mr. Clifford for his 
his life, and confiſcation of his eſtate, on a diſpute concerning 
the ſale of a negro ſlave, He was arreſted on his plantation, and 
impriſoned | in fort Zealandia. He then petitioned and proteſted 
againſt ſuch violent and unlawful proceedings, both as a burgher 
and a free inhabitant of Surinam, and as a born ſubject of the 
king of Great Britain: but his petition was rejected as trouble 
ſome andmalicious; on which he appealed for juſtice to be 
done him in Holland. 


That Mr. Clifford was kept a elo beben and treated with 


the utmoſt ſeverity, till the gth of January 1692, when the go- 


vernor and council of polity made a very rigorous and unjuſt ſen- 
tence againſt him; whereby it was ordered, That the priſo- 
ner, as a mutinous perſon, and a diſturber of the common peace, 
ſhould ſuffer death, and his eſtate be confiſcated to the ule of the 


fiſcal :” but the criminal court ſaved Mr. Clifford from. the gib- 


bet, and condemned him to ſeven years.impriſonment in the for- 
treſs of Sommelſdyck, there to be chaſtiſed: and they likewiſe 
condemned him in a fine of 1 50, ooolb. of ſugar; a as allo i in the 
coſts of ſuit. 


That Mr. Clifford continued a cloſe priſoner in this fort of 
Sommelſdyck, under inexpreſſible hardſhips and oppreſſion, near 
| four 


ET 
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four years, to the great dettiment of his health, reputation, trades 
and fortune; notwithſtanding the governors of Barbadoes, Ja- 
maica, and New York, made ſtrong applications to the governor 
of Surinam to ſet Mr. Clifford at liberty. 


That his late majeſty king William ITT. repreſented Mr. Clif- 
ford! s unhappy caſe to their high mightineſſes the ſtates general; 
who, on the 16th: of October, 1694, made an order, “ That 
the governor of Surinam ſhould permit Jeronimy Cliftord to de- 
part from that colony, with his effects :” in conſequence of which 
Mr. Clifford was releaſed, on the fifth of May 1695, when he 
legally demanded ſatisfaction of the governor and council, for 
the damages he had ſuſtained : but his N was rejected, and 
his eſtate continued under arreſt. 


That Mr. Clifford quitted 8 and arrived at And, 
in 1696, when he delivered in his demand to the directors of 
the 'Society of Surinam, amounting to 224,718 guilders : but 
the directors ſaid, they were not concerned in this affair 


That as Mr. Clifford was denied juſtice by the ſociety of Su- 
rinam, he then preſented a memorial to their high mightinefles 
repreſenting the ſtate of his caſe, and praying for redreſs ; upon 
which, their high mightineſſes referred his memorial to the di- 
rectors of that ſociety, for their advice thereon ; who reported, 
that „ his demand did not any ways concern them, and that 
he muſt apply to the ordinary courts of juſtice.” Their high 
mightineſſes followed that advice, in their reſolution of the 16th 
of February 1697 ; and have perſiſted in it to this day; whereby. 
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juſtice was denied Mr. Clifford in Holland, as well as at Su- 


rinam. 


That, by the charter of Surinam, their high mightineſſes are 
the only judges of all matters of complaint from that colony: 
therefore their high mightineſſes, by referring Mr. Clifford's 
caſe to be tried in their ordinary courts of law, made a direct 
denial of juſtice, contrary to the articles of capitulation and trea- 
ties of peace. 


That, in 1697, Mr. Clifford preſented a petition to his Bri- 
tannic majeſty in council, concerning the injuries he had ſuſtained. 
at Surinam; and Lord Viſcount Villiers, his majeſty's ambaſſa- 
dor at the Hague, was directed to enquire into the matter of 
fact; who took the opinion of two eminent Dutch civilians 
thereon ; and, from their report, was ſatisfied, that Mr. Clifford 
had been highly injured, wronged, and damaged, by the gover- 
nor and council of Surinam, to make themſelves maſters of his 
eſtate ; as alſo that Mr. Clifford was well grounded in his com- 
plaint concerning the injuries done him; and that their high 
mightineſſes ought to review thoſe ſentences, to cauſe juſtice 
to be done to the injured party, and reparation to be made him 
in three months, purſuant to the twelfth article of the marine 


treaty in 1674. 


That lord Villiers made a demand, for Mr. Clifford, upon the 
fociety of Surinam, for 224,718 guilders : but the directors an- 
ſwered his excellency, that it was a matter of law, and muſt 
be determined in the ordinary court of juſtice at Surinam,” 


That 
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That Mr. Clifford, in 1698, applied for relief to parliament; 
and the committee of the Houſe of commons reported, That 
this ſeemed to be a public and national concern; and the denial 
of reparation was contrary to the twelfth article of the treaty of 
marine of 1674, whereby right ought to be done for any unjuſt 
ſentence in three months.” And the committee reſolved, that, 
«© The houſe be moved to addreſs his majeſty ſo to recommend 
the petitioner,that juſtice might be done him for the damages he 
had ſuſtained at Surinam. 


That Sir Joſeph Williamſon, his majeſty's ambaſſador at the 
Hague, on the ſecond of September, 1698, delivered a memo- 
rial to their high mightineſſes, wherein he repreſented, that 
e great violence and injuſtice had been done Mr. Clifford, by 
the governor and council of Surinam : and that he. had received 
expreſs commands, from the king his maſter, to uſe his beſt of- 
fices with the ſtates general, that ſpeedy juſtice might be done Mr. 
Clifford, as well in regard of tranſporting his eſtate out of Suri- 
nam, according to what had been ſtipulated by the articles, of peace 
in 1667 : as alſo for the great loſſes and damages which he had 
ſuffered by a long impriſonment and by the numerous ſums which 
they had exacted from him under pretence of fines and pecuni- 
ary mulcts. But the directors prevailed on their high mighti- 
neſſes to diſregard this memorial, and many ſubſequent pctitions 
preſented to them by Mr. Clifford for redreſs. 


That the directors would neither permit Mr. Clifford to re- 
move his effects from Surinam, as an Engliſhman, according to 
the articles of capitulation, or treaties of peace; nor as a Dutch- 
man, 


* 
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man, according to the charter of Surinam; in which their high 
mightineſſes concurred, as they always referred the matter to the 
be and conſtantly followed their falſe and partial advice. 


That, in 1699, Mr. Clifford made a demand of 342,693 
guilders upon the directors, who then deſired their high mighti- 
neſſes to perſiſt i in their former reſolutions, to diſcard Mr. Clif- 
ford finally, and ſend him back to the judge ordinary; which 
was contrary to the opinion given by three other eminent Dutch 
Advocates, in 1700, who thereby declared, that“ All ſen- 
tences pronounced at Surinam, could only have a review by their 


high mightineſſes; and that no judge has 6 ** further judicature 
in ſuch cafes.“ 


That the government of England x was filled with reſentment, 
that Mr. Clifford, as an Engliſh ſubje&, ſhould be thus precluded 
from any kind of juſtice or redreſs, in Holland, as well as at Su- 
rinam. And Alexander Stanhope, Eſq; who then reſided as the 
Britiſh envoy extraordinary in Holland, by order of his late ma- 
jeſty king William, on the 2oth of September 1700, preſented. 
another memorial to the ſtates general, in order to obtain fatis- 
faction for Mr. Clifford: wherein his excellency repreſented, that- 
« Mr. Clifford had in vain ſollicited ſeveral years for reparation of 
the ſociety of Surinam, to whom that colony belonged, and who 
onght to make it: that he, being a ſubject of his majeſty,” ought 
not to be deprived of the benefit of the capitulation of Surinam: 
that their high mightineſſes were intreated by his majeſty, to in- 
terpoſe their authority with the ſociety, to procure Mr. Clifford the 
ſatisfaction which he might reaſonably expect for all his wrongs, 

loſſes, 


9 
loſſes, and damages: and that Mr. Clifford might be furniſhed 


with paſſes to remove his effects, conformable to the articles of 

capitulation.“ But, in anſwer to this memorial, their high migh- 

neſſes, by the falſe advices of the ſociety, were prevailed upon to 

declare, that“ Mr. Clifford was a Dutchman; therefore, he was 

not entitled to the benefit of the articles of capitulation, nor to 

the treaties of peace ;”. notwithſtanding they admitted he was an. 
Engliſhman by birth, 5 


That when queen. Anne aſcended the throne, the Britiſh mini- 
ſtry reſumed the affair between Mr. Clifford and the Dutch. Her 
majeſty in council, in 1702, referred the matter to the examina- 
tion of the lords commiſſioners of trade and plantations, who 
ſent to Sir John Cooke, Kant. her majeſty's advocate general, for 
his opinion thereon; in purſuance of which, Sir John Cooke re- 
ported, that © if the ſtates general ſhould refufe, or delay, to 
give Mr. Clifford ſpeedy. and effectual relief therein, he knew no. 
other method preſcribed by the law of nations, for her majeſty to 
purſue, on behalf of her injured ſubjects, but to grant letters of 
reprizal.” And this report was confirmed by another. from the 
lords of trade to her majeſty, who was thereby informed, that 
Mr. Clifford had uſed many. endeavours to procure redreſs in, 
Holland, and had been divers times aſſiſted therein by the me- 
morials from his late majeſty's miniſters at the Hague; yet had 
not been able to obtain any: that his ſufferings had been great, 
and the hardſhips he complained of very preſſing. 


That, on the 22d of June 1703, his excellency Mr. Stanhope 
preſented another memorial to their high mightineſles, whereby, 
he. 


1 


he repreſented, © 'That he had received orders from her majeſty 
to renew the inſtances that had been made twice formerly, in 
his late majeſty's name, in fayour of Jeronimy Clifford, a born 
ſubject of England, who had made appear to her majeſty, that 
he had been greatly injured, wronged and damaged, both in his 
perſon and eſtate, by the illegal proceedings againſt him made by 
their high mightineſſes governors and council of Surinam, con- 
trary to the articles of capitulation in 1667, and the treaties of 
of peace in 1667 and 1674. That both Jeronomy Clifford, and 
his late father deceaſed, were natural- born ſubjects of England, 
who had not forfeited their birth - right of their native place, nei- 
ther could they be deprived of the benefit of the ſaid articles of 
capitulation and treaties of peace, nor of the protection or inter- 
ceſſion of her majeſty. That therefore the ſaid envoy, in the 
name of the queen his miſtreſs, demanded of their high migh- 
tineſſes juſt ſatis faction to be made the ſaid Jeronimy Clifford 
within three months; and that their high mightineſſes would de- 
pute commiſſioners to review the ſentences purſuant to the treaty ; 
which wrongs, loſſes, and damages done Mr. Clifford, amounted 
to 389,618 guilders; for which Mr. Clifford, was not obliged to 
reſort to the ordinary courts of juſtice for reparation : and that 
their high mightineſſes would grant paſſports for Mr. Clifford to 
remove his effects, purſuant to the fifth article of the treaty of 
peace in 1674.” But this ſtrong memorial made no farther im- 
preſſion than what had been produced from ſuch as were pre- 
ſented before. 


That ſeveral orders of council were afterwards made in favour 
of Mr. Clifford, whereby his papers and accounts were referred 
| | to 
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to the examination and confideration of Mr. Samuel Shepherd, 
and Mr. John Gardiner, two eminent merchants, to ſtate and ad- 
juſt his ſeveral demands, who proceeled in their examination ; 
and, on the roth of May, 170 5, delivered into the board of trade, 
a report of the fines, intereſts, and coſts, paid by Mr. Clifford, on 
account of the illegal criminal ſentences given againſt him at Su- 
rinam; whereby they liquidated his demande, and ſtated them 
at 141,903 guilders, or 13,514/. 11s. 84. ſterling : but they ob- 
| ſerved, that, Mr. Clifford's other expences amounted to a great 
ſum, beſides other conſequential damages that attended his ſuſ- 
ferings ; and, by peruſal of all the ſentences, they found, that Mr. 
Clifford had been barbaroufly treated, and highly abuſed and 
wronged ; for which they were of opinion, that their high migh- 
tineſſes, or the ſociety of Surinam, ought to make reparation,” 


That, on the 24th, thelords of trade made their report thereon 
to her majeſty, to whoſe royal interceſſion they recommended the 
juſtice of Mr. Clifford's cafe, for the more fpeedy recovery of his 
debts. Both thoſe reports were approved by her majeſty in 
council; ſo that Mr. Clifford's caſe was then abſolutely conſidered 
as a matter of ſtate; and he made conſtant applications in Hol- 


land for redreſs, to the time of his death, which happened 
in 1737. 


That Mr. Clifford died without making any will, and without 
obtaining any ſatis faction from the ſociety of Surinam. 


That Mr. Clifford's legai repreſentatives having carefully re- 
viewed, examined, and circumſtantiated the whole of his caſe, 
revived 
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revived and reſumed the ſame, by preferring a petition to his late 


Britannic majeſty in council, whereby they repreſented the nature 


of this caſe, claim, and demand : and implored his majeſty to in- 


terpoſe his royal authority with their high mightineſſes, that 
ſatisfaction might be made, or other relief obtained. And his 
majeſty referred that petition to Sir Charles Pratt, then his attor- 
ney general, that “ he might take the ſame into his ſerious 
conſid: ration, and report his opinion what might be properly 
done therein.” 


That Sir Charles Pratt, on the 21ſt of December, 1761, re- 
ported, that“ he had been furniſhed with atteſted copies of ſuch 
papers, as were ſufficient to ſatisfy him, that the ſubſtance of the 
petition was well founded? but that he judged the queſtion re- 
ferred to him, to be rather a matter of ſtate, than of law.” This 
report, made by his majeſty's attorney general, recapitulated and 
confirmed the whole of Mr. Clifford's caſe; and aſſerted, that 
te the Dutch did ſeize on Mr. Clifford's plantation, named Cor- 
cabo, and effects, on the 10th of October, 1695, excluſive of 
the ſum of 13, 5 141. 11s. 8d. as the demands liquidated by Meſſ. 
Shepherd and, Gardner ;” ſo that the Dutch, ſays the attorney 
general,“ muſt account for Mr. Clifford's plantation; and alſo 
for the ſaid ſum of 13, 5 14. 11s. 8d. with intereſt:“ and he 
concluded this report by declaring, that ** in caſe his majeſty 
ſhould be graciouſly pleaſed to interpoſe in behalf of the petition- 
ers, he was of opinion, that the manner of doing it, would be for 
his majeſty to command his ambaſſador at the Hague, to repre- 
ſent the caſe of the petitioners to their high mightineſſes, and to 
require ſatisfaction according to the treaties of 1667 and 1674”. 

That 


1 


That the above report of his majeſty's attorney general was 
addreſſed to the earl of Bute, then one of the principal ſecretaries 
of ſtate, who received the king's command to tranſmit to the 
lord preſident of his majeſty's council, the ſaid petition, with the 
report of the attorney general upon it, and the ſeveral papers 
thereunto annexed; that ſuch orders might be made thereupon, by 
his majeſty in council, as the nature of the caſe might require.” 


That the late earl Granville, then lord preſident of his majeſty's 
moſt honourable privy council, declared, that © the petitioners 
caſe ought to be redreſſed.” And his majeſty was pleaſed to re- 
fer their petition to a committee of the lords of his moſt honour- 
able privy council, for their conſideration ; who on the 13th of 
March, 1762, reported to his majeſty, that“ they found the at- 
torney general's report contained a full and clear ſtate of Mr. 
Clifford's caſe, from its commencement to. his death, and of 
the evidence that had been laid before him in ſupport thereof : 
and as it appeared that Mr. Clifford had been greatly injured by 
the governor and council of Surinam, their lordſhips were of 
opinion, that his majeſty might comply with the prayer of the 
petition, and order his miniſter at the Hague to repreſent the 
caſe to their high mightineſſes, and to require ſatisfaction accord- 
ing to the treaties of 1667 and 1674.“ 


That on the twelfth of April following, his majeſty, with the 
advice of his privy council, approved of that report, and iſſued 
his royal orders accordingly; whereby Mr. Clifford's caſe was 
confirmed to be a matter of ſtate. 


G That 
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That his excellency Sir Joſeph Yorke, on the 13th of July, 
1762, preſented a memorial to their high mightineſſes, whereby 
he repreſented, © That their regiſters would furniſh juſtificative 
pieces, in great numbers, to prove the reality of the facts which 
he was obliged to lay before their high mightineſſes, by an ex- 
preſs order of his court, relative to an affair of too great import- 
ance to have remained in ſuſpence for ſo many years.” His ex- 
ellency then ſet forth the whole caſe and aſſerted, that Mr. 
Clifford's claim, proved by the moſt authentic vouchers, and 
ſupported by the deciſive opinions of the moſt eminent civilians, 
both Engliſh and Dutch, induced king William III. queen Anne, 
and the royal anceſtors of his majeſty now reigning, by the advice 
of their council, to demand of their high mightineſles, the juſtice - 
due to this unfortunate ſubject of Great Britain: But, to that 
moment, all applications for juſtice had proved ineffectual. 
That he was ordered, in the ſtrongeſt terms, to repreſent how 
unjuſt it will be to refuſe ſatisfaction to perſons whole right is ſo 
well founded. 'That it will be a violation of the capitulation of 
Surinam, and of the treaties of peace, which fix the term of 
three months, as the time limitted for rendering juſtice, in caſes 
of this nature : though this preſent affair has been depending near 
a century. And that the king was too. much perſuaded of the 
equity of their high mightineſſes, to entertain a moment's doubt 
of their readineſs to exert all the weight of their authority, to 
bring to a ſpeedy determination, without further delay, a matter 


which made ſo much noiſe, and called for the moſt ſerious atten- 
tention of their high mightineſſes.“ 


That the ſtates general, as uſual, ordered this complaint to be 
tranſmitted to the ſociety of Surinam, for their advice thereon ; 


and, 
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and, on the 7th of October following, the directors of the ſo- 
ciety of Surinam, preſented an information to their high mighti- 
neſſes, whom they perſuaded to eſteem it as a report, in anſwer 
to the memorial preſented by Sir Joſeph Yorke; and alſo to per- 
ſiſt in the opinion, that this caſe was the object of ordinary juſ- 
tice, and ought not to be treated as a matter of ſtate; ſo that it 
was concluded by them, that neither their Weſt-India company, 
nor the ſociety of Surinam, and much leſs their high mightineſſes, 
were any way concerned in that matter. And their high mighti- 
neſſes, on the 22d of February, 1763, formed ſuch their reſo- 


lution thereon. 


That Mr. Clifford's legal repreſentatives have made a full re- 
plication to this information of the ſociety of Surinam ; wherein 
they have totally refuted whatever the ditectors have advanced; 
and have proved, by an accompt current, that their high migh- 
tineſſes, or the ſociety of Surinam, are now indebted to the aſ- 
ſignees of Jeronimy Clifford, in a balance of two hundred and ſe- 
venteen thouſand nine hundred and ſeventy-one pounds ſterling ; 
beſides the coſts incurred by Mr. Clifford, and his repreſentatives, 
in proſecuting this affair ; as well as the conſequential damages 
ſuffered by him. 


That it thus fully and clearly appears, that Mr, Clifford's caſe, 
as revived and reſumed by his legal repreſentatives, has been con- 
ſidered by his preſent Britannic mojeſty ; his privy council; his ſe- 
cretaries of ſtate ; his late attorney general, now lord high chan- 
cellor of Great Britain; and alto by his ambaſſador at the Hague, 
as a matter of ſtate; for which it was adviſed and recommended 
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by them all, to require ſatisfaction according to the treaties of 


1667 and 1674,” whereby it was moſt indubitably confirmed to 
be a matter of ſtate. 


That the Dutch, by ſeizing Mr. Clifford's eſtate and effects, 
and reſufing to review the ſentences paſſed againſt him by the ſu- 
preme courts of Surinam, have committed an abſolute violation 
of the articles of capitulation, as alſo of the treaties of peace and 
marine, and their own charter; which was a breach of the 
whole, and a violation of all national faith ; whereby the Dutch 
have forfeited all title to the expreſs privileges of any treaty; 


eſpecially as the non- performance of an alliance, is a diſſolution 
of the whole. 


That when the Dutch have ſuppoſed themſelves aggrieved by 
the judge in England, they have never been denied an appeal 


and review to the ſupreme court ; which was notorious to all 
Europe in 1758 and 1759, when great numbers of Dutch ſhips 
were condemned by the high court of Admiralty in England: 
but the Dutch were allowed every appeal to the ſupreme court, 
where the admiralty ſentences were reviewed, and moſt of them 
reverſed ; whereby the Dutch had their ſhips, and a confiſcated 
property of ſeveral millions ſterling reſtored, under the ſanction 
of the marine treaty of 1674 ; which was thus religiouſly obſerved 
by the court of Great Britain ; and even at a time when the Dutch, 
beneath a ſpecious maſk of neatrality, aſſiſted the enemies or 
Great Britain, under the ſanction of that very marine treaty of 
1674, which they had thus evidently broke, in Mr. Clerc 
caſe, ſo many years before. 


That 


— 
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That their high mightineſſes have always evaded and diſregarded 
all the applications made by Mr. Clifford, and the court of Lon- 
don in his favour ; and have conſtantly referred all the memorials 
and petitions, on that ſubject, to the company of Surinam for 
their information and advice; and, without farther deliberation, 
made ſuch reſolutions as that intereſted ſociety dictated: but 
this conduct was as much unjuſtifiable, as it would have been in 
the Britiſh court to have referred the Dutch appeals againſt the 
ſeveral ſentences of the Britiſh admiralty courts, where the Dutch 
ſhips, taken in the late war, were condemned as legal prizes, to 
a committee of the captors, for their information and advice; 
and to have done nothing farther therein, but reverberate to the 
appellants the ſuggeſtions of that committee by way of anſwer to 
their appeals, without taking any further cognizance of thoſe 
cauſes. 


That the above-mentioned balance of 217,972/. beſides the 
coſts and conſequential damages, is a debt juſtly due from the ſo- 
ciety of Surinam to the legal repreſentatives of Mr. Clifford ; or 
elſe a juſt demand upon their high mightineſſes the ſtates gene- 
neral ; which ought either to be paid by that ſociety, or to be 
ſatisfied by making reprizals upon the ſubjects of their high 
mightineſſes; and particularly for the following reaſons. 


I. Becauſe the Dutch, in Mr. Clifford's caſe, have violated their 
engagements with England, by a notorious breach of the 
articles of capitulation for Surinam in 1667 and the tre- 
ties of peace and marine concluded between England and 
Holland in 1667 and 1674, whereby their high mightineſles 

ſmhould 
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ſhould have reviewed and repealed the unjuſt ſentences pro- 

nounced by the governor and council of Surinam againſt Mr. 

Clifford: but, as they have refuſed that review, it was an 

abſolue denial of juſtice: ſo that Mr. Cliftord's caſe is a con- 
firmed matter of ſtate. 


II. Becauſe Sir John Cooke, advocate general to queen Anne, 
adviſed her majeſty, in 1702, to grant letters of reprizal, if 
ſatisfaction was refuſed: and Sir Charles Pratt, attorney 
general to his preſent majeſty, in 1761, reported, ** That 
the Dutch muſt account for Mr. Clifford's plantation, and 
alſo for the ſum of 13,514/. 11s. 8d. with intereſt :” which 
report was approved by his majeſty in council. Beſides, 
Sir Joſeph Yorke has declared to their high mightineſſes, that 
a refuſal of ſatisfaction, according to the treaties of 1667 and 
1674, is a violation of the capitulation of Surinam, and of 
the treaties of peace, 


III. Becauſe their high mightineſſes are obliged by their char- 
ter granted to the ſociety of Surinam; as alſo by the articles 
of capitulation and treaties of peace, to ſee that reparation is 
made, or to make ſatisfaction themſelves : and his Britannic 
majeſty, by his coronation oath, has engaged himſelf, on all 
events, to * cauſe law and juſtice in mercy, to be executed 
in all his judgments, to his ſubjects :” But there is now no 
. other method left, whereby his majeſty can obtain relief for 
his ſuffering ſubjects, than by granting repriſals againſt the 
Dutch, to procure an adequate redreſs for the legal repreſen- 
tatives of Mr. Clifford, who are his majeſty's faithful and 


loyal ſubjects, and intitled to his royal protection. 
IV. Be- 


[4] 

IV. Becauſe there are ſeveral precedents for granting ſuch re- 
reprizals ; particularly, I. Thoſe letters of marque and repri- 
zal, granted by King Charles II. againſt the ſtates of Holland, 
and their ſubjects, in the 15th year of his reign, on behalf 
of the repreſentatives of Sir William Courteen, deceaſed, 
and his partners. II. The letters of reprizal, granted on the 
the 24th of November, 1720, by order of their excellencies 
the lords juſtices in council, on the petition of Joſeph Como, 
of London, merchant, againſt the ſhips and effects of the Ge- 
noeſe. III. The letters of reprizal, granted by King George I. 
on the 11th of June, 1721, on the petition of Thomas Pierce, 
of London, Eſquire, againſt the ſhips and effects of the 
ſubjects of Hamburgh. IV. The letters of reprizal, iſſued 
in November, 1759, by the ſtates of Holland and Weſt 
Friezeland, againſt the ſtates of Groningen and Ommelanden, 
for a demand ever ſince the year 1685 ; which is an authen- 
tic proof of unwillingneſs in the Dutch to do juſtice even to 
one another, unleſs thereto compelled by force. 


At the Court at St. James's the 4th day of November, 1763. 
PF 2-38 B NT, 
The KING's moſt Excellent M AJ EST in Council. 


P ON reading this day, at the Board, the humble petition 
of Richard Kilſha and others, repreſentatives and afſignees 
of the eſtate and effects of Jeronimy Clifford, deceaſed, who was 
a merchant and planter at Surinam, in South America, in the 
year 1067, praying letters of reprizal againſt the ſhips and ef- 
ſects of the ſtates general, or their ſubjects, as may be a juſt 


—— 


IC 
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prizal, until payment? ſhall be made of the ſum of 215,991/, 
os. 7d. due to thein to the 1oth of October, 1763, with the 
growing intereſt thereon, and the great expences that have been 
incurred in proſecuting their juſt right ; or ſuch other relief as to 
his majeſty's great wiſdom ſhall ſeem meet. 


It is ordered by his majeſty in council, that the ſaid petition, 
together with the ſeveral papers accompanying the ſame, be, and 
they are hereby referred toa committee of the lords of his majeſty's 
moſt honourable privy council, to conſider the ſame, and report 
to his majeſty at this board what they conceive adviſeable to be 


done therein. 


—— — 


The quantity of the improved ground upon the plantation of 
Corcabo, mentioned in the above caſe, and the value thereof are 
fully aſcertzined from the affidavit of colonel Spiering, a Dutch- 
man and planter of Surinam, now lying in the office of the ſe- 
cretary of ſtate for the northern department. And from that 
affidavit and the lord chancellor's report jointly conſidered, the 
claim of Mr. Clifford's repreſentatives appears to be a debt ab. 
ſolutely liquidated, to the amount as ſtated by thoſe repreſenta- 
tives in their ſhort caſe herein above recited. & 

I ſhall now leave the repreſentatives of Mr. Clifford to fight 
their cauſe againſt the Dutch, under the ſanction of the revered 
names who have patroniſed their indiſpvtable right to ſatsfaction, 
and purſue theſe mercileſs Netherlanders into Africa, where they 
exhibited many ſpecimens of their rooted averſion to the Eng- 


liſh and ſettled intention to ſpill their blood wherever they can 
effect 


57 U Herd, . wo (Ce ga FIR WY ee 3 "> . e Jrroweeuled 
gs 


tout es /t bs £/124 tb. 


; YN i : . og 
id 5 eee t T2, WI; * 44 * . (4 eu / 
Ne Hi. fiel : 
de (att ie e α e 5 for 607160 46 eien. 
\ re Cee (le Valuc of VT, POU or 0 e [Porn locks « OIL 


erat 28 
ne 4 Seb es, e. (tix e fe, General Tefecu's coy "ty ho Rec ate fo ve wit Wien 
ted 'y been Ce 710747 lle te hicw ul fo R thee Cree ea Gay 442 owl Hor EC Prog 


/ ” - N : 


R 

14 ] 

effect their deſtruction. Our African ſettlements are now in im- 
pending danger from their rivitted conſtitutional enmity to Eng- 
land. And thoſe hoſtile diſpoſitions imbred in the Dutch, we 
know from indubitable hiſtories, blazed in the hearts of that 
malicious nation long before the act of navigation lighted them 
into fiercer flames. But that their behaviour to us in Africa 
may be ſet in the cleareſt point of view, Tmuſt call back my read- 
ers to the reign of King Charles the ſecond, before we were 
at open war with the united provinces. They then ſet à price 
upon the head of an Engliſhman. Volkenburgh, general of El- 
mina, offered two ounces of gold for eyery head of our country- 
men that ſhould be brought to him, They alſo ſeized many af 
our ſhips upon the African coaſt, Nor could the ſtates ever be 
brought by Negociations to give us ſatisfaction for theſe enormi- 
ties, When the war broke out De Ruyter carried it on in the 
ſteady ſanguinary manner peculiar to theſe republicans. Al- 
though we had no force to oppoſe him in Guinea, he behaved in 
the ſame reſentful manner as if he had met with the moſt ob- 
ſtinate qppoſition. That truly Dutch admiral not only levelled 
our forts but put our people to the ſword, who neither reſiſted 
nor could reſiſt; as particularly at Taccorary, where our guns 
were not of a fize to reach his fleet. Theſe were inhumanities 
of which we could never juſtly accuſe our more natural rivals 
the French. This was indeed done in open war; but was their 
conduct a whit better to us in time of peace, when their ſtad- 
bolder was our ſovereign, and we were powerfully. aſſiſting them 
againſt the more mereiful French, in order to aſſure their inde- 
pency from the attempts of theſe their encroaching neighbours ? 
Their behaviour at Succondee will enable us to anſwer that queſ- 
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tion with propriety. They there murdered many of our fellow- 
ſubjects, and uſed the reſt in a very cruel manner, in the year 1698. 


In 1706 they acted the ſame tragedy at Taccorary while we 
were fighting their battles againſt Lewis the xivth. This they 
did out of mere wantonneſs, for they had abandoned that fort 
after it was taken by De Ruyter, and had been ſucceſſively in 
the hands of the Swedes, Danes, and Brandenburghers, before we 
repoſſeſſed ourſelves of it. Nor did we reap any other advantage 
from this acquiſition, ſave only that by means thereof our. people 
there got a few ſhells to make into lime for the repair of onr 
other forts. Yet with them this was a provocation ſufficient to 
murder ſome of our garriſon, impriſon the reſt, treat them with 
cruelty, and burn our little town to the ground, in the time of a 
profound peace, and when we were engaged with them in fo 
cloſe an alliance againſt their enemies. 


. 8 


In 1750 they ſpirited up the natives of Guinea to a war with 
us at Dixcove, where a Dutch captain of an African fort headed 
theſe ſavages in the fiege, aſſiſted them with auxiliaries, and 
avowedly ſupplied the black army with proviſions and ammuni- 
tion from their fort of Bautry, about four miles to the Eaſtward 
of ours at Dixcove. They alſo ſeized our canoes carrying provi- 
fions to our beſieged garriſon, impriſoned our men, and murdered 
one of them, at leaſt looked on till the natives perpetrated 
the crime. Had it not been for the providential arrival of a 
French veſſel from Nantes the fort would have been irretrievably 
toſt, with all our trade in thoſe parts, and every perſon in it maſ- 
facred. For tis garriſon was then en. after a ſiege of four 

months, 
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months, to their laſt barrel of powder. The Blacks and Dutch, 
with the chiefs of Bautry at their heads, were too well appriſed 
of our melancholy condition, and were preparing to give the aſ- 
ſault the next day, when the French man came to between the 
Engliſh and Dutch roads. Scarcely had he heaved to before 
there was a canoe aboard him from the French captain of 
Bautry, deſiring to purchaſe all the proviſions, guns, powder, 
and ammunition that could be ſpared, and begging a ſurgeon to 
dreſs ſome wounded men, who had been wounded in an engage- 
ment the preceding day. 


The French captain, with the humanity of a Britiſh born ſub · 


ject, returned an anſwer to this effect, that he had obſerved, as 


a 
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he was coming into the road, that the fort of Dixcove was at- 
tacked by a great number of armed negroes about it, and that 
the cannon from time to time was diſcharged from the ram- 
parts ; that this requeſt for arms and ammunition gave him to 
underſtand, that the Dutch were alſo concerned and leagued in 
the attack with the negroes; that whatever his connections 
were as commander of a French ſhip, and his duty to his own- 


ers, as dealing in the very articles ſpecified in the letter, yet he 


muſt beg to be excuſed from furniſhing them or even ſending 
his ſurgeon upon ſuch an occaſion, till he had heard from the 


'Engliſh commander at Dixcove; that he was an Iriſhman, 


and as ſuch, while peace ſubſiſted between France and England, 
ſhould look upon himſelf as guilty of parricide, if he ſupplied 
the Dutch with the means of deſtroying thoſe whom he ſhould 
regard as his countrymen while he lived.” 


H 2 Scarce. 


4 1 
Scarce was this generous anſwer diſpatched. before the Eng- 
liſh canoe was aboard. The captain without delay went aſhore, 
and plenty took place of the moſt diſtreſsful want at Dixcove. 
The ſiege was ſoon after raiſed. Our intereſt however in the 
country was dropped; the town under Dixcove, burnt in the 
courſe of the fiege, was never ſince tolerably rebuilt. And tho 
we retain the fort at Suecondee, or rather the ruins of one, yet 
our town conſiſts not of above forty negroes. By theſe and ſuch 
like nefarious means the whole of the windward part of the gold 
coaſt, viz. from Commenda to. Axim, has fallen into the hands 
of the Dutch, whoſe influence inland is very great. Ours no- 
thing. Even our right at Atchuma, a village a few miles to wind- 
ward of Dixcove, where we are only ſupplied with ſhells for lime, 
as at Succondee, has for ſome years been diſputed with us, as Mr. 
Bell, late our governor at Cape Coaſt caftle, informs us, who 
writes, that the Dutch have abſolutely inſiſted on our abandon- 
ing our pretenſions to Atchuma, though we exerciſed every kind 
of Authority there time out of mind; and the Caboceer, or head- 
man, has always acknowledged himſelf an Engliſh ſubject, re- 
ceives our pay, and declares he will quit his country for ever ra- 
ther than ſubmit to ſo deſpotic a people as the Dutch. Our weak- 
neſs, in ſhort, all along the windward coaft is ſuch, that through- 
out thoſe parts of Guinea we can only oppoſe to thoſe inſolent 
attacks on our rights, the natural rights of the inhabitants, our 
allies, and our long eſtabliſhed privileges, proteſts upon the coaſt, 
and remonſtrances at home, which are often too little regarded. 


However derogatory to our honour, and hurtful to our intereſt, 
at may be to give up this point to the Dutch, they are now endea- 
vouring 


141 
vouring to ſtrike another ſtroke, which will affect our Guinea 
trade very ſenſibly. upon the gold coaſt; and that is no leſs than 
to appropriate to themſelyes the trade of Appollonia, and conſe- 
quently to exclude us and all other nations from it. This place 
lies nine leagues to the windward of fort St. Anthony, a Dutch 
fort at Axim, and the country behind it is remarkable for plenty 
of gold. Tobacco alſo ſells here at a very high rate, and the 
aged Caboceer is in our intereſt.” He even deſires to give over his 
trade to the Engliſh, and his hatred of the Dutch is inconceiva- 


ble, on account of the various injuries he complains of as received 
from them. 


This 8 is always ſupplied by us and the Portugueſe 
with every thing he wants in the European way; and the preſent 
Dutch chief at Axim, on that account, ſtirred up the Aſſiantes 
on the weſtward, to make war on old Ammonia, for that is this 
negroe's name; while the Elmineſe, excited by the fame perfi- 
dious Europeans, attacked him on another fide of his dominions. 
In this diſtreſs Ammonia applied to us for relief, and in order to 
gain a permanent ſecurity againſt the Dutch and their African 
allies, offers his trade and land to us. 


Engliſh ſpirits, tobacco, muſkets, the coarſer Mancheſter goods, 

and ſome of our toys, are in great requeſt on this part of the gold 

coaſt, behind which lies alarge country, Brough. which trade is 
carried on to the inmoſt parts of Africa. 


The preſent Dutch chief of Axim, in the year 1759, raiſed a 
ar againſt the Engliſh, on account of an old diſpute about the 
landing 


n 
landing place at Commenda, which terminated nothing to the. 
advantage of the Dutch, This gentleman is a deſcendant from 
a family famous for their adherence to the De Wit faction, and 
of conſequence an enemy to the partiſans of the family of 
Orange, from whom we never received an injury. The ancient 
republicans, deſcended from the ſupporters of the De Wits, are 
now our enemies in Holland, and by their inflaence it is that the 
Bl; worſt of treatment is not eſteemed bad enough for an Engliſhman 
wherever they have power abroad. But to return, 


This fame year, 1759, is famous for an attack on our Eaſt 
India company in Bengal, from Batavia, the great Dutch ſettle- 
ment in the Eaſt Indies. But before I enter into a detail of that 
tranſaction, it is neceſſary to lay before the public ſome previous 
proceedings of the Dutch at Chinſura, in the helghDourbood of 
CONE 


Pa 


The Dutch factory at Chinſura had planned, as it afterwards 
appeared, the reduction of Bengal, and in order to effectuate 
this great point, had ſolicited an armament from Batavia, which, 
in order to cover their real deſtination, had orders to touch upon 
the coaſt of Coromandel. And as the ſituation of the circum- 
ſtances of our Eaſt India company in Bengal, in the latter end of 
the year 1759, ſeemed to invite an invaſion for this purpoſe, 
dur fleets being then abroad in ſearch of the French ſquadron 
then in theſe ſeas, that timewas fixt on for cutting the throats 
of our countrymen in that part of India, as ſeveral of the 
Dutch gave out antecedent to the appearance of the N etherland- 


ers in the Ganges. 
b. Prefatory 


Fg 1 

Prefatory to this attempt the Chinſura Dutch deſired from 
Lord Clive, then at Calcutta, permiſſion to wait on the New 
Nabob at Heughly; where he then reſided, which being readily 
granted, they repaired to the court of that Eaſtern prince, where 
they uſed every ſtratagem in their power in order to alienate his 
affections from the Engliſh, and that they might obtain a per- 
miſſion to introduce troops within his dominions, where they 
would probably ſoon have ſome diſputes. This happened in Oc- 
tober 1759, almoſt a month before their fleet appeared in the 
Ganges. And much about the ſame time ſome of the council of 
Chinſura thought fit to boaſt, that in a ſhort time they hoped to 
ſee an alteration of affairs in Bengal. 


The Nabob diſcovered to the Engliſh theſe underhand prac- 
| tices of the Chinſurans, and ſhewed the Dutch petition preſented - Þ 
to him for that purpoſe ; which, with the boaſts above men- 
tioned and ſeveral letters from Batavia, put it out of all doubt that 
the large armament then coming from thence, and ſaid to be de- 
ſigned for Negapatam, was really intended for reducing Bengat, 
as the Dutch had then no diſputes with any perſons there except 
with the Engliſh about the ſaltpetre trade, which they could not, 
without enyy, bear to ſee engroſſed by our company. 


This armament conſiſted of ſeven ſhips, one thouſand Eu- 
ropeans, fifteen hundred Boggueſes, cannon, ammunition, and 
military ſtores. It came into the Ganges in November, and the 
Dutch troops diſembarked a little below Calcutta, under the 
command of Colonel Rouſſel, in whoſe pocket on the field of 
battle at Bederra were found a plan for the attack of Calcutta, 
and 
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and the reſolutions of a council of war held aboard one of the 
Datch ſhips on the 17th, ſettling the method of clearing the 
ſhore, attacking our ſhips, ſtorming the port, and providing 
againſt every contingency which might happen in ſuch an enters 
priſe. The original plan and reſolutions herein referred to, are 
now in the archives of our Eaſt India company, and will for 
ever remain an indelible proof that the Dutch, conſidered as a 
nation, inherit every vice with which their anceſtors have oftert 
been fo juſtly reproached by ours. 8 

So ſoon as the Dutch came into the Ganges they bakeved; as 
lords ſovereign of that river and of the country adjacent, would 
let no Engliſh ſhips paſs, fired on them with ball, took the crews 
priſoners, and made prize of their (hips and cargoes. They par- 
ticularly ſeized ſeven Engliſh ſhips in one day, viz, on the 14th. 
The Dutch alſo began hoſtilities on land, at the Engliſh Purgannas 
of Fulta and Raſapere, where they took down the Engliſh flag; 
burnt the houſes, and deſtroyed the effects of the companies te- 
rlants, alledging no reaſon in vindication of their conduct, ſave 
only that colonel Clive had ſtopt ſome of their veſſels full of fol 
diers, and would not let their military go up the river, as he had 
certain previous accounts of their intention to extirpate the Eng- 
liſh 1 in Bengal. 


* 


 Hitherto the Englich could not learn if tho Dutch intended to 
ain up the veſſels with their forces aboard above the batteries, or 
if they deſigned to diſembark them ſome where below and march 
over land. However, Lord Clive made the neceſſary diſpoſitions 
* every poſſible event. The Eaſt India company's ſhips, 
5 


LN 
the Calcutta, Duke of Dorſet, and Hardwick, were made ready 
for an engagement, and ordered before the town. The detach- 
ments at the fort of Tanno and at the battery of Charno were re- 
inforced, heavy artilery was mounted there, as well as on the new 
fort which commanded the river. The detachment at Patna was 
called off and the militia put under arms. His lordſhip's 
whole force conſiſted only of two hundred and forty Euro- 
pean regulars in battalion, eighty of the corps of artillery, 
twelve hundred ſeapoys, and a few militia, amounting only 
to two hundred and fifty, The troops poſted at Tanno and 
Charna were put under the command of captain Knox ; thoſe 
that were ſent to oppoſe the Dutch by land marched under the 
conduct of colonel Ford; and Mr. Howel, juſt arrived from Eng- 


land, undertook the defence of fort William with the militia; - 


lord Clive dividing his attention between the pe at Charna 
and thoſe in the field. 


The firſt blow ſtruck againſt the Dutch ar the taking poſ- | 


ſeſſion of Barnagore ; from whence colonel Ford paſſed witl! 


his little army and four field pieces to the other ſide of the river, 
and from thence to Chandanagore, not only with the view of 


ſtriking terror into the Dutch at Chinſura, but alſo that he 


might be at hand to intercept their troops, in caſe they thought 
fit to diſembark, that they might get there by land. 


On the 18th the Dutch at Chinſura complained, by letter, to 
lord Clive, of the ſeizure of their fort at Barnagore, and defirin 
to know if theſe hoſtilities were to be confidered as the com- 


mencement of a war. On the 19th they ſent another letter to 
I the 
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the governor, complaining of ' their b fired at by the Englith 
ſeapoys. | 


During this period the Dutch veſſels continued to advance with 
their captures, followed, by the three Engliſh Indiamen men- 
tioned above, whom they would not allow to paſs; and as the 
Indiamen had then no orders to drive things to extremities, they 
continued dodging after the Dutch ſhips, without endeavouring 
to bring them to an engagement. And on the 21ſt the Dutch 
armament caſt anchor in the offing off Sankeral, where they de- 
barked ſeven hundred Europeans, and eight hundred Buggoiſes. 
after which their veſſels fell down, and caſt anchor. below the 
Engliſh at Point Melancholy. 


On the 22d, captain Wilſon of the Hardwick received' orders 
to demand reſtitution of our captured veſſels, ſubjects and effects; 
and this demand being made, and refuſed upon the 24th, an en- 
gagement enſued. The Dutch had ſeven ſhips, four of which 
were of the line; and we had only three Indiamen there well 
equipt for war: their quarters were lined with bags of ſalt pe- 
tre, for the ſake of ſcreening their men from the ſhot. The 
Dutch drew up in line of battle to receive the Engliſh, and the 
Dorſet began the engagement, but the wind dying away ſhe 
could not be properly ſeconded for a time; however, when the 
two other ſhips came up, they maintained ſo ſharp a fire upon the 
Dutch, that two of their ſmaller veſſels thought fit to cut their 
cables and run, and the other was drove aſhore. After about 
two hours fight the Dutch commodore ſtruck, and the others fol- 
f. owed his example, except his ſecond, who got clear off by 


fighting 


fighting his way; and fell down to the Cor pER, where he was in- 


tercepted by the Oxford and the Royal George, which had ar- 
rived two days before, and were at that time under orders to join 
the other captains. | 


The Dutch commodore had about thirty men killed, and as 
many wounded; he ſuffered moſt, as did the Duke of Dorſet on 
our ſide, who was more immediately: engaged with him. This ſhip 
was almoſt tore to pieces, and had about ninety ſhot in her hull, 
yet ſhe had not one man killed ; nor did the other ſhips loſe one, 


tho' the Dutch had above one hundred killed and wounded. The 


reft were made priſoners, and carried up to Calcutta with their, 


ſhips. A moſt remarkably complete, and unbloody victory on 
our part, where the force was fo very ſeemingly unequal at the 
| beginning of the battle! however, the whole was not as yet over. 
The Dutch army, diſembarked from their ſhips, was as yet un- 
| broken, and in ſpite of colonel Ford's vigilance, had been joined 
by a Part: of the garriſon of Ebiafurs 


On the 2 ach colonel Ford had certain advice of the approach 
of the Dutch. troops: :. he marched his little army towards them 
direMy. The Engliſh and Dutch met in the plains of Bederra, 


about five. miles below Chinſura, where they came to blows.” 


T he Dutch were commanded by colonel Rouſſel, a Frenchman, 


and conſiſted of ſeven hundred European regulars, a detachment 
from Chinſura, and a a thouſand Buggoiſes. The Engliſh amounted 


to one hundred and forty European regulars, all foot, eighty of 
the artillery with two field pieces, and fifty militia, all Europe- 


ans, on horſeback, and ſeyen hundred ſeapoys. The action was 


<1 $ G91 12 | ſhort, 


— ww. 


N 


| 

j 
if 
| 


VO "OR 


ſhort, bloody, and deciſive. The Dutch, in half an hour, were 
entirely routed, with the loſs of one hundred and twenty Eu- 
ropeans, and two hundred Buggoiſes killed; one hundred and 
fifty of their men were wounded; three hundred and fifty Eu- 
ropeans, and two hundred Buggoiſes were made priſoners, with 
colonel Rouſſel and fifteen officers. In the colonel's pocket, on 
the field of battle, were found the plan and reſolutions of a coun- 
cil of war above mentioned. The Engliſh loſs was very mode- 
Tate. 


After this action colonel Ford reſumed his march back, en- 
camped before Chinſura, and wrote for further orders. The 
Dutch at Chinſura wrote to colonel Ford, as alſo to the council 
at Calcutta, requeſting a ceſſation of hoſtilities, and propoſing 
terms of accomodation. That benignity peculiar to the Engliſh 
nation diſpoſed our council to peace. The Engliſh thought the 
Dutch ſufficiently. humbled without ſeizing on their ſettlement 
at Chinſura, which muſt have ſurrendered- upon: the firſt ſum- 
mons. And an intention of maſſacreing theſe perfidious Ne- 
therlanders could never enter, into. the breaſt of an Engliſhman ; 
ſo that, in conſiſtency with the character of our nation, we could 
go no further than to, make, the Dutch diſown the. violences of 
their armament, acknowledge themſelves the tranſgreſſors, and 
pay coſts and damages. A treaty was therefore entered into 
upon this plan, and ſoon amicably terminated ; in conſequence 
whereof | the Dutch ſhips, ſubjects, and effects, were reſtored. 


Three days after the battle of Bederra the Nabob's ſon ar- 
rived with ſeven thouſand _— and! encamped about half a 
league 


4 


league from Chinſura. The Dutch at Chinſura were in the 

greateſt poſſible conſternation, They probably recollected the 

various maſſacres they had committed upon the Engliſh, as well 
as their various oppreſſions of our people. And it is very likely 
that conſcious guilt of a like deſign on Calcutta carried theſe 
reflections into the deepeſt retirement of their minds, and pre- 
ſented them with a juſtification of providence, in caſe they ſhould 
be offered up victims at the altar of that revenge, which is ſo 
congenial with little minds, and ſo familiar to the conceptions of 
a Dutchman. But for the ſake of humanity, and the honour of 
my country, I muſt with joy record how much the Dutch were 
miſtaken, and how ill grounded their fears were, of being expoſ- 
ed to the barbarity of eaſtern reſentment, whetted with che hopes 
of concealing from our fellow ſubjects the dark deſigns which 
that baſe prince of Bengal had entered into with the inhuman 
Dutch. Dead folks the Nabob knew could not ſpeak, and I be- 
lieve, that as matters had fallen out, that eaſtern ſavage wiſhed 4 
his allies of the Netherlands had loſt the power of utterance. 


But lord Clive would neither ſtand aloof and view the car- 
nage, nor permit the Nabob's ſon to attempt a proſecution of 
his vindictive meaſures. The Dutch wrote him in the ſycophant- 
iſh ſtile of trembling deſpair ; and his own feelings commanded 
him to ſave that worthleſs people. He repaired to the young 
Nabob's head quarters, checked the boiſterous dictates of cruelty, 
and effectually ſkreened the Dutch from that ſcene. of ruin 
which ſeemed ſo ready to overtake them. The caſtern prince 
was pacified, or rather bridled; and the Dutch were ſaved, in or- 
der to pay more fully the genius of their nation, 


Scarce 
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Scarce were the terrors of the Nabob's army ſboner removed 
than! the council of Chinſura wrote the ſtates general of the 
united provinces, blaming the Engliſh at Calcutta, and accuſing; 
them as being the authors of thoſe hoſtilities which were like to 
have coſt the Dutch fo very dear. But the cloud, under which 
the Chinſurans intended io veil, their criminal practices, being 
diſperſed by an anſwer from our Eaſt India company, that feeble 
attempt to ſkreen their own guilt and accuſe innocence proved 
utterly abortive, Facts and circumſtances ſpoke ſo ſtrongly 
againſt the Dutch, that their conduct a E enn even 
in the eyes of their own ſovereigns. 


I have exhibited the Dutch abroad e and rooting 
out the Engliſh wherever their ſanguinary ſchemes could be 
brought to abearing. It is now time to view their behaviour to us 
in Europe, when we were linked together by the ſtrongeſt ties of; 
intereſt and public faith ; and there I think we ſhall find the, 
Dutch true to thoſe ruling principles: in their hearts, which influ- 
ence all their actions in their dealings with England, I mean 
diſſimulation, cruelty and ayarice, 2 


if? 


It is notorious to all the world, that while their ſtadholder wWas 
our king, we were almoſt perpetually embarraſſed with oonti- 
nental wars on Holland's account, in the carrying on of which 
the Dutch always found means to ſaddle us with a larger pro- 
portion of the expence than we were obliged 1 to by treaty; 6. 4 . 
on the other hand, they as flagrantly failed in their quotas of.. 
troops and ſhips. And often the very troops of Holland: which. 
joined our armies left them bleeding 1 in the field of battle for the 
: : liberty 
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Nberty of the united provinces; as at Steenkitk, in 1692, when 
the Britiſh infantry defeated the French brigades, and might 
have obtained a complete victory if they had been ſupported by 
the Dutch, under count SoLMEs, who ſaid to thoſe about him, 
Let us ſee what ſport thoſe Engliſh dogs will make.“ And 
general Mackay was fo ſhamefully deſerted by our -allies of tlie 
Netherlands, even in the preſence of their ſtadholder, that king 
William cried out, Oh my poorEngliſh, how are they deſerted'! 
At the battle of Landen, in 1693, the Dutch horſe ran away with- 
out ſtriking one ſtroke, whereby France got the honour of the 
field. In the year 1703 they checked the ardour of the great 
duke of Marlborough, always ſucceſsful againſt the French, by 
refuſing to join him in a well concerted attack on the French 
lines. In the year 1705, after that renowned general had forced 
the lines of Tirlemont, the Dutch refuſed to ſupport him in 
ſtorming Villeroy's camp. During this war it was agreed, that 
England ſhould furniſh an additional number of troops, provided 
Holland ſtopt all further trading with France. The troops were 
accepted, but the Dutch never complied with the condition. 
And it is remarkable, that through the whole of this war, which 
occaſioned here ſuch high taxes, there were no encreaſed duties 
laid on the trade of Holland; yet theſe our faithful friends would 
not co-opperate with us in expeditions to America, nor even 
permit us to extend our empire in the Weſt Indies, where our 
true and ſolid intereſt lies. 


In the war before the laſt the Dutch behaviour in the field was 
_ equally execrable. Their defections in the face of the enemy 
tore from the duke of Cumberland thoſe laurels which decked 


count. 
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count Saxe's brow, By their treachery we loft every battle in 
Flanders while we were fighting for their barrier, our beſt men 
ſlain by the thouſands, and that diſgrace thrown on our military 


character which never before ſtained our arms. They ſent us 
indeed, on our requiſition, twenty ſhips of war, in conformity to 


the barrier treaty, but ſhips they were in appearance only, for in 
truth they could hardly ſwim, and were totally unfit for action. 
And in the memorable year 1745 they ſent to our aſſiſtance fix 
thouſand men, in virtue of the ſame treaty, who could not fight, 
being bound up by their parole to the French while their priſon- 
ers. Thus the Dutch obſerve treaties with us; vet, with all the 
aſſurance in the world, they inſiſt on a punctual obedience on our 
part to the very letter of the moſt antiquated treaties, even when 
our exiſtence in independency called for the moſt narrow inf; 
tion into the conduct of neutral powers, as in the laſt war. 


In the marine treaty, 3 in the year 1674, between us and Hol- 
land, there is an article inſerted, ſecuring to the Dutch the ſame 
freedom of commerce in times of war as in times of peace, and 
allowing that mercantile nation to trade with ſtates at war with 
us, without interruption, under the exception of a few articles, 
conſiſting of the moſt deſtructive ſpecies of contraband goods. 


Under this treaty, in the laſt war, they pretended to a right to 
bring from the French Iſlands in the Weſt Indies all the pro- 
ductions of thoſe iſlands for the uſe of the merchants of France, 
although at the time of making this treaty it is manifeſt that no 
ſuch commerce was known, and conſequently the ſecurity of that 
commerce to the Dutch could not come within the intention of 


our 


out anceſtors at the time that they entered into thoſe agreements 


with the ſtates of Holland. It was alſo plain, that, at a certain pe- 


riodof the late war, the whole ſucceſs of our arms was likely to de- 
pend upon our cutting off from the French crown thoſe reſources 
which the French Iſlands afforded to their national finances; 
yet our baſe allies of the Netherlands, bound to us by the moſt 
ſolemn leagues and the ſtrongeſt ties of gratitude, in our deepeſt 
diſtreſs, peremptorily demanded the exerciſe of a privilege which 
could not be uſed without endangering our deſtruction, merely 
becauſe the general words of an old treaty, made when ſuch cir- 
cumſtances could not be foreſeen, ſeemed to favour a requeſt of 


this ſort. And to the great diſgrace of an eminent lawyer here, 


that inſolent pretence found too many favourers, by his influence. 
The Dutch, who never kept one treaty with us, were gratified 
under this treaty with the reſtitution of ſhips and cargoes, to the 
value of ſeveral millions of our money, ſoon after they had denied 
us the fix thouſand men, which we had an unqueſtionable right 
to by the Barrier treaty aboyementioned. 


From the facts above-mentioned the inherent conſtitutional 
averſion of the Dutch to the Engliſh is clearly made out, and the 
conſtant operations of that averſion, from the commencement of 
their republic to the preſent. times, are alſo demonſtrated to 
be the leading principles of the great in Holland, who in the 
ſtates general preſide over the national conduct; yet I would not 
be underſtood to accuſe all the Dutch of thoſe crimes, breaches 
of faith, and violences herein above mentioned. They are all 
to be placed to the account of the Anti-Orange faction, which has 
always been too powerful in Holland, and contaminated the an- 
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nals of that republic wich a e pi. ſcene of perfidies, barbari- 
ties, and outrages of all ſorts to their protectors of England. That 
party ſo hoſtile to England in the nominations to governments 
and preſidencies abroad, has always taken care to advance their 
own creatures, who like their creators. entertained, a mortal ha- 
tred at us, on account of the reſpect we, have always and with 
greateſt juſtice paid to the illuſtrious. houſe of Orange. Hence 
all the cruelties I have here touched at conſtantly, ſprung, and 
thoſe unintermitting endeavours of the Dutch to maſſacre our 
people and deſtroy our ſettlements, as often as they had it in their 
power to hurt . 1 5. eln det on nee 
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Although we are not willing to charge the Dutch in general 
as a people with the black roll of inhumanities here rehearſed, 
yet fince principles fo ruinous to England have, with an amazing 
uniformity, prevailed i in all ages in the management of the affairs, 
of that ſtate, we are founded in reaſon and juſtice to recollect 
"them, place them in one point of view, accurately conſider 
them, and draw ſuch concluſions from thence, as a principle 
of (elf preſervation, diveſted of undue reſentment, directs. 


Ought we to continue unduly cheriſhing a nation Which, with- 
out intermiffion, watches for our ruin, and for a total eradication 
of our commerce wherever their influence extends ? Sure nei- 
ther juſtice, humanity nor religion can perfuade fuch irrational 
and impolitic conduct. Juſtice calls for reparation wherever it 
can be made, and between free ſtates no currency of time oblite- 
rates injuries, while thoſe injuries can be proved. Our right to. 
2 ſettlement on the important ifland of Jaya, is as yet as valid as 
when 


when we were by violence expelled by the Dutch. The King 
of Bantam, alſo baniſhed by theſe Netherlanders, ſurvives. under 
our protection in Bengal; why' ſhould we not then aſſiſt that 
ancient ally of ours to a recovery of his juſt rights, and re- 
ſtore to Britain à valuable ſettlement,” of which we have been 
moſt injuribuſly deprived in a time of peace by a moſt un- 
parralled breach of faith ? Why ſhould not juſtice be done 
to the legal repreſentatives of Mr. Clifford ; the wrongs done to 
that gentleman are proved by records of unqueſtioned authority, 
and liquidated by reports of the greateſt ſanctity in our kingdom ? 
Why ſhould we not declare the treaty in 1674. of no force, with 
reſpe& to the French Weſt Indian commerce, ſince no ſuch fort 
of commerce exiſted or was foreſeen at that period of time ? Or 
rather, if it was needful, why ſhould we not revoke all the trea- 
ties we have made with the Dutch, ſince they have not, on their 
part, obſerved a reciprocal faith ? Anditis certain, that it cannot 
be pretended that any nation is bound to an obſervance of trea- 
1 ties with another which breaks through every tie of faith and 
gratitude. Nor is there any aſſignable reaſon known to me 
why we ſhould not compell the Dutch either to deſiſt from fiſh- 
ing on our coaſts, or require payment of the annual tribute ſti- 


pulated for this licence, in the treaty made on that ſubject, 
between Charles the firſt and that unjuſt republic. 


Juſtice every nation has a right to expect from its neighbours, 
and if that is obſtinately denied, the injured nation which takes 
not reparation, openly confeſſes its own weakneſs and inability 
to contend with the injurers. But as this 1 hope never ſhall be 
the caſe between the Dutch and us, and we have now an admi- 
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niſtration animated with the ſpirit of a erer, * is the time to 
Collect, in one point of view all the injuries we have received 
from our falſe friends of the Netherlands, that the gation in ge- 
neral, as well as every injured individual in it, may receive thut 


faction which is due by the laws of God and man, and can only 


reaſonably be expected when Damen holds the reins uy 
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